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Father John A. Riley, chancellor, an-
nounces the following appoint-
ments made by Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann, effective July 1, unless 

otherwise noted.

Retirement
Msgr. Charles McGlinn, from pastor 

of Curé of Ars Parish, Leawood, to retire-
ment from pastoral leadership.  

Pastors
Father Brandon Farrar, from pastor of 

Annunciation Parish, Baldwin City, and St. 
Francis of Assisi Parish, Lapeer, to pastor, 
Sacred Heart Parish, Emporia.

Father Richard Halvorson, from pas-
tor of Holy Trinity Parish, Paola, to pastor 
of Holy Spirit Parish, Overland Park (effec-
tive Jan. 1, 2016).

Father Craig Maxim, from pastor of 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Shawnee, to 
pastor of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish, 
Overland Park.

Father Marianand Mendem, from 
pastor of St. Francis Xavier Parish, Burl-
ington; St. Joseph Parish, Waverly; St. Pat-
rick Parish, Emerald; and St. Teresa Parish, 
Westphalia, to pastor, St. Dominic Parish, 
Holton, St. Francis Xavier Parish, Mayetta, 
and chaplain of Our Lady of Snows Orato-
ry, Potawatomi Indian Reservation.

Father Peter O’Sullivan, from pastor 
of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish, Over-
land Park, to pastor of Holy Trinity Parish, 
Paola.

Father Christopher Rossman, from 
pastor of St. Dominic Parish, Holton, 
St. Francis Xavier Parish, Mayetta, and 
chaplain of Our Lady of Snows Oratory, 
Potawatomi Indian Reservation, to pastor 
of Annunciation Parish, Baldwin City, and 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Lapeer.

Father Daniel Schmitz, from parochi-
al vicar of St. Michael the Archangel Par-
ish, Leawood, and chaplain of St. Thomas 

Aquinas High School, Overland Park, to 
pastor of Annunciation Parish, Frankfort; 
St. Monica-St. Elizabeth Parish, Blue Rap-
ids; and St. Columbkille Parish, Blaine.

Father Quentin Schmitz, from pa-
rochial vicar of St. Joseph Parish, Shaw-
nee, and chaplain of St. James Academy, 
Lenexa, to pastor of St. Francis Xavier 
Parish, Burlington; St. Joseph Parish, Wa-
verly; St. Patrick Parish, Emerald; and St. 
Teresa Parish, Westphalia. 

Father Richard Storey, from pastor of 
Holy Spirit Parish, Overland Park, to pas-
tor of Curé of Ars Parish, Leawood.

Father Patrick Sullivan, from pastor of 
Annunciation Parish, Frankfort; St. Moni-
ca-St. Elizabeth Parish, Blue Rapids; and 
St. Columbkille Parish, Blaine, to pastor of 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Shawnee.

Parochial administrator
Father Thomas Dolezal, from pastor 

of Sacred Heart Parish, Emporia, to paro-
chial administrator of Holy Spirit Parish, 
Overland Park (until Jan. 1, 2016).

Parochial vicars
Father Jonathan Dizon, from ordina-

tion to the priesthood to parochial vicar of 
Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish, Topeka, 
and chaplain of the Washburn Catholic 
Campus Center, Topeka.

Father Karl Good, CMOP, from priestly 
ministry as a member of the Marian Com-
munity Oasis of Peace, Italy, to parochial 
vicar of Holy Spirit Parish, Overland Park, 
(effective Feb. 28, 2015) and discerning 
diocesan priesthood for the Archdiocese 
of Kansas City in Kansas.   

Father Nathan Miller, LC, from ad-
vanced studies in Rome for the Legionaries 
of Christ, to parochial vicar of St. Michael 
the Archangel Parish, Leawood, and dis-
cerning diocesan priesthood for the Archdi-
ocese of Kansas City in Kansas.

Father Daniel Morris, from ordination 

to the priesthood to parochial vicar of Sa-
cred Heart of Jesus Parish, Shawnee, and 
chaplain of St. James Academy, Lenexa.  

Father Matthew Nagle, from ordina-
tion to the priesthood to parochial vic-
ar of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, 
Leawood, and chaplain of St. Thomas 
Aquinas High School, Overland Park. 

Father Jesús René Pérez Casallas, 
from priestly ministry in the Diocese of 
Zipaquirá, Colombia, to parochial vicar of 
Our Lady of Guadalupe, Topeka (effective 
April 22, 2015).  

Father Anthony Saiki, from parochial 
vicar of Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish, 
Topeka, to parochial vicar of Holy Cross 
Parish, Overland Park.

Father Oswaldo Sandoval, from resi-
dency at Holy Cross Parish, Overland Park, 
to parochial vicar of Good Shepherd Par-
ish, Shawnee, and continuing as coordi-
nator of Hispanic ministry in the Johnson 
County Pastoral Region.

Father Daniel Stover, from ordination 
to the priesthood to parochial vicar of St. 
Joseph Parish, Shawnee, and assistant 
chaplain of Bishop Miege High School, Ro-
eland Park.  

Sabbatical
Father Richard Halvorson, from pas-

tor of Holy Trinity Parish, Paola, to a six-
month sabbatical ending Jan. 1, 2016.  

Other
Father Adam Wilczak, from assis-

tant chaplain of St. Thomas Aquinas High 
School, Overland Park, to continuing as 
parochial vicar of Prince of Peace Parish, 
Olathe.

  
Father John Riley, from residency at 

Sacred Heart of Jesus Parish, Shawnee, 
(effective Aug. 23, 2014) to offering sac-
ramental assistance at St. Ann Parish, 
Prairie Village, and continuing as chancel-
lor and Safe Environment Coordinator.
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Priest assignments announced

SUMMER SCHEDULE
The Leaven now begins its summer schedule. The Leaven will publish on the following dates this summer: June 5, June 19, July 3, July 17, July 31, Aug. 14 and Aug. 28. The Leaven will 
resume its weekly schedule on Sept. 11. 
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On May 23, it 
will be a joy 
and a priv-

ilege to ordain four 
new priests for the 
Archdiocese of Kan-
sas City in Kansas. 

All four are graduates of 
the University of Kansas 
and benefited from the 
formation received at the St. 
Lawrence Catholic Campus 
Center. It is a big day for the 
Catholic Jayhawk nation!

These four new 
priests, coupled with the 
ordinations of several other 
priests in recent years, 
are helping to renew and 
modify the demographics of 
our presbyterate. Still, I do 
not believe we have realized 
our full potential regarding 
priestly vocations.

The Diocese of Kansas 
City-St. Joseph will ordain 
nine new priests this year. 
The dioceses of Wichita 
and Lincoln each have 
approximately double the 
number of our seminarians. 
All three of these dioceses 
have a significantly smaller 
Catholic population than we 
do. 

It is inconceivable to 
me that the Lord is calling 
fewer men to the priesthood 
in northeast Kansas than he 
is in Kansas City, Missouri, 
or in Wichita, or in Lincoln, 
Nebraska! We need to 
continue to encourage, 
promote and pray for more 
priestly vocations. 

Of course, more 
important than the numbers 
being ordained to the 
priesthood is the quality 
of the men. Hopefully, you 
have had the opportunity 
to read the Leaven articles 
about our newly ordained. 
They possess impressive 
gifts and talents that will 
enrich the life of the church. 
Most importantly, they are 
men of deep faith with a 
great love for the Lord and 
his bride, the church.

This past Saturday, I 
ordained Samuel Miloscia a 
transitional deacon for the 
Diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph, who — God-willing 
— will be ordained a priest 
next year around this time. 
Deacon Samuel is from St. 
Louis. I knew his family, in 
part because some years 

ago his father had run 
unsuccessfully for Congress. 
Sam’s father, Steve Miloscia, 
is a graduate of the Air 
Force Academy and a retired 
Air Force pilot.   

Steve Miloscia and his 
remarkable wife Beverly 
have 12 children. One of 
Sam’s brothers, David, will 
be ordained a priest in St. 
Louis on May 23. Sam has 
another brother in seminary 
formation. 

I met with Sam the day 
before the ordination. He 
told me that his parents 
taught him and his siblings 
that the most important 
event every week for their 
family was Sunday Mass. 
Sam said that his earliest 
recollection was at the age 
of 4 kneeling next to his 
father at Mass. When the 
priest raised the Eucharist 
before the distribution of 
holy Communion, Sam’s 
father pointed to the Blessed 
Sacrament and said: “Son, 
that is Jesus. Jesus is truly 
making himself present to 
us. That’s Jesus!”

Most often, priestly 
vocations are the fruit of a 
family where parents took 
seriously their vocation 
as being the first teachers 
in the ways of the faith. It 
is not surprising that in a 
family where the Eucharist 
was so highly esteemed that 
there would be multiple 
priestly vocations. Helping 
children develop a love for 
the Eucharist is the greatest 
gift parents can give their 
children. 

Sometimes in my 
confirmation homily I ask: 
What is the reason to go to 
Mass every Sunday?  It is 
not because the homilies 
are always informative 
and inspirational. It is 
not because the music is 
beautiful and fits our taste. 
It is not because we like the 
other people at Mass and 
they are perfect examples 
of living the Christian life. 
Certainly, these are all 

helpful accessories that can 
enrich our experience of the 
Eucharist, but these do not 
get to the heart of why the 
Eucharist is so important to 
us.

In the Ten 
Commandments, God 
required the people of Israel 
to make one day a day of 
rest and a day of prayer. God 
asked this of his people not 
because he needed their 
prayers. God required this of 
his chosen people because 
he knew that they needed 
a day of rest and a day of 
prayer.

Jesus told his disciples 
at the Last Supper to do 
“this” in his memory. 
The “this” Our Lord was 
talking about is what the 
first disciples called the 
“breaking of the bread” 
and what we call today the 
Eucharist or the Mass. Jesus 
promised that he would 
make himself uniquely 
present to his people 
through this sacrament. 
For the Christians from the 
earliest times, the heart of 
keeping the Lord’s Day holy 
was participating in the 
Eucharist.

The God who has created 
the universe, who gave us 
life as well as all our talents 
and abilities, who gave us 
our families, friends and 
every other blessing in our 
lives, asks us to give him 
one hour a week. Is this 
really too much to ask of 
us? The real reason to go 
to Mass every Sunday is 
because this is what Jesus 
asks us to do.

If we go to Mass and 
enter into the liturgy with 
all our hearts, if we give 
God our full attention 
during this one hour, the 
reality is that God will give 
us so much more than this 
small gift of our time that 
we give to him. Parents, 
if you want to do your 
children a great favor, teach 
them that Sunday Mass is 
the most important event 
each week. Teach them 
this in words, but more 
importantly, teach them this 
by your example. In doing 
this, you will give them a 
great gift that will help to 
nourish and sustain them 
for a lifetime.

Each year, on the 
solemnity of Corpus Christi, 
the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City and the Diocese of 

Kansas-St. Joseph sponsor a 
joint eucharistic celebration. 
This year, the solemnity 
of Corpus Christi is on 
Sunday, June 7, and our 
inter-diocesan celebration 
will be at the Little Sisters 
of the Lamb Lumen Christi 
Monastery at 36 S. Boeke in 
Kansas City, Kansas.

The celebration will 
begin with a noon outdoor 
Mass. A Holy Hour will 
follow, beginning at 1 p.m. 
and will conclude with a 2 
p.m. eucharistic procession 
through the surrounding 
neighborhood. After the 
concluding Benediction, 
we will enjoy an ice 

cream social at the Little 
Monastery. 

Every Catholic in 
northeast Kansas and 
northwest Missouri is 
invited to participate in 
all or part of what will be 
a beautiful celebration of 
the solemnity of Corpus 
Christi. Not fair, just 
coming for the ice cream 
social! Parents, bringing 
your entire family to the 
Corpus Christi celebration 
is a wonderful opportunity 
to teach your children to 
make the Eucharist the most 
important event of every 
week.
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May 22 
Holy Hour and dinner for 
seminarians and families of 
candidates for priesthood 
ordination — St. Michael the 
Archangel, Leawood

Blessing of marriage — St. Mi-
chael the Archangel, Leawood

May 23 
Priestly ordination of Jonathan 
Dizon, Daniel Morris, Matthew 
Nagle and Daniel Stover — 
St. Michael the Archangel, 
Leawood 

May 24 
Adult confirmation — Cathe-
dral of St. Peter, Kansas City, 
Kansas

May 26 
Topeka regional priest meet-
ing — Our Lady of Guadalupe, 
Topeka

Ethics Committee meeting — 
Savior Pastoral Center 

May 27 
“Four Levels of Happiness” pre-
sentation for chancery staff 

May 28 
Administrative Team meeting

May 29 
Spiritual Mentorship Mass, ves-
pers and dinner
 
May 30 
Pastoral visit — Holy Angels, 
Basehor

May 31 
Mass — St. Francis Xavier, Burl-
ington

Our Lady of the Snows Shrine 
100th anniversary

June 1-4 
Priests’ retreat — Benedictine 
College, Atchison

June 3
Deposit and loan fund board —
Diocese of Kansas City-St. 
Joseph

June 5 
Catholic Foundation of North-
east Kansas Continuing Educa-
tion Program — Savior Pastoral 
Center

Reconciliation, Mass and din-
ner — Prairie Star Ranch
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Priestly ordination of Jonathan 
Dizon, Daniel Morris, Matthew 
Nagle and Daniel Stover — 
St. Michael the Archangel, 
Leawood 

May 24 
Mass — Federal camp, Leaven-
worth

Adult confirmation — Cathe-
dral of St. Peter, Kansas City, 
Kansas

May 26-28 
Bishops’ retreat in Florida

May 30 
Confirmation — All Saints, 
Kansas City, Kansas

May 31  
Mass — Federal camp, Leaven-
worth

June 1-3 
Labor Review Board — New 
York
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By Katie Hyde
Special to the Leaven

I
mmaculata High School 
in Leavenworth knows 
how to fight.

Its football team 
proved it this year, play-
ing a full season with just 
11 players. All 11 players 
had to play the entire 
game — both offense and 

defense — despite exhaustion, up 
against bigger teams and against all 
odds. The “Iron Men 11,” as they were 
called by their community, never won 
a game all season, but their dedication 
to the sport inspired the community 
and spurred the hashtag #Imacstrong. 

Months later, facing an impend-
ing shutdown and the end of over 
100 years of Catholic secondary ed-
ucation in Leavenworth, Immaculata 
students once again proved they are 
#Imacstrong as they fought to save 
their school. 

 

Reality hits 
Immaculata High School had been 

struggling with a budget deficit and 
decreasing enrollment for years. En-
rollment dropped from 122 in 2013 
to 55 this spring. Xavier Elementa-
ry School, the only Catholic grade 
school that feeds into Immaculata, 
also suffered an enrollment decline in 
the past five years, from 266 to 168. 

In response to the enrollment de-
cline, Immaculata began operating 
with a deficit in 2012. Though this 
helped fund the school’s operational 
costs in the short-term, the board of 
directors of the Leavenworth Region-
al Catholic School System (LRCSS) 
realized earlier this year that they 
could no longer operate with such a 
deficit. 

Then the stark reality hit: Immacu-
lata needed to raise $250,000 in order 
to save the school for even one more 
year. They needed a total of $1 mil-
lion to keep the school afloat for four 
more years.

Father David McEvoy, O.Carm., 
pastor of Immaculate Conception-St. 
Joseph in Leavenworth, is an alum-
nus of Immaculata, with ties to the 
school stretching back to 1929 when 
his father was a student there. When 
he learned of the school’s deteriorat-
ing financial situation, he was deeply 
moved. 

“There’s just a connection with the 
school,” Father David said. “I gradu-
ated in 1970. And when you’re think-
ing of the possibility that the school 
might close, you realize how much it 
meant to generations of Catholics.” 

So Father David reached out to 
Barbara Fitzgerald, director of devel-
opment for the Leavenworth Region-
al Catholic School System. Fitzgerald, 
herself an alumna of Immaculata, im-

mediately got to work. 
“We knew we had to find some big 

donors and we had to do it quick,” 
said Fitzgerald. 

But before beginning her nearly 
24/7 campaign to save Immaculata, 
Fitzgerald started with prayer.

“We held eucharistic adoration the 
very first weekend because I felt that 
prayer — and especially prayer in the 
very center of Immaculata — had to 
be where we began,” she said. 

After grounding the appeal in faith, 
Fitzgerald began a silent phase of rais-
ing money by reaching out to alumni 
as far back as the 1930s. 

But the students and community of 
Leavenworth still didn’t yet know. 

‘It was an absolutely aw-
ful feeling’ 

By the time the LRCSS board had 
come together to decide on a plan to 
save the school, presented it to the 
archdiocese and received approval, 
they only had 14 days to raise a quar-
ter of a million dollars. 

On April 16, the board sat in front 
of a crowd of hundreds in the Immac-
ulata High School gym, preparing to 
deliver their options.

When she heard the news, Sher-
ri Schwinn, who has two children at 
Immaculata and one in seventh grade 
at Xavier, felt a sinking feeling. She 
especially thought of her daughter 
EmilyAnne, who would be a senior at 

Immaculata this fall. 
“To rip that out from her before 

her last year of high school would’ve 
been incomplete,” said Schwinn. “I 
know there are other schools out 
there, but there’s not another school 
like Imac.”

When Sadie Schubert, another in-
coming senior at Immaculata, heard 
the news, she began to cry.

“I grew up in this community,” 
Schubert said. “I grew up watching 
basketball games here and wanting to 
play on that court.”

Board members also expressed 
dismay at the possibility of losing the 
school. 

“To lose Catholic education in 
Leavenworth would be beyond what 
anyone could imagine,” said Kate 
Varney, a board member of the Leav-
enworth Regional Catholic School 
System. “I want Catholic education 
for my kids in this community. I don’t 
have grandkids but, if I did, I would 
want Catholic education for them in 
this community.”

No one could believe that their 
school might close.

According to Schwinn, that sinking 
feeling lasted about a minute.

“Then the whole community 
stepped up,” she said. 

Helen Schwinn, the recently re-
tired principal of Immaculata, agreed. 

“You can be devastated or you can 
pull yourself up by your bootstraps, 
dig in and say, ‘What can we do?’” she 
said. “My reaction was a reflection of 
the faculty and students.”

Meredith Thompson, director of 
marketing for LRCSS and an alum 
of Immaculata, agreed. Not only did 
Thompson graduate from Immacula-
ta, but so did her parents and grand-
parents. One of her daughters is cur-
rently a student there. 

“It’s not a job to us,” Thompson 
said. “It’s our life. We say our blood 
runs green around here. Because [Im-
maculata is] part of what we are, and 
what makes our community our com-
munity. And the thought of not hav-
ing that — I couldn’t even fathom.” 

That very night, the whole com-
munity began to fight back.

Putting up a fight
Less than a month after the April 

16 meeting with the community, there 
is a jubilant atmosphere at Immacu-
lata, where the community has gath-
ered to say goodbye to principal Hel-
en Schwinn.

Board members, teachers, students 
and community members are rejoic-
ing. 

They won.
In under a month, the communi-

ty raised nearly $900,000, enough to 
keep the school open for one more 
year. They are very close to reaching 
their $1 million goal and keeping the 
school operational for the next four 
years. 

Parishioners from the region,        

#Imacstrong
Community that ‘bleeds green’ rallies to save Immaculata High School

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JOE MCSORLEY

Barbara Fitzgerald, director of development for the Leavenworth Regional Catholic School System, stands in front of images of graduating 
classes dating back to the early 1900s that line the walls of Immaculata High School. Fitzgerald led the campaign this spring to raise $1 million 
and save Immaculata High School. 

>> See “LEAVENWORTH” on page 7
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Story by Katie Hyde
Special to The Leaven

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — For 
attorneys, financial planners, 
accountants and life insur-
ance agents, the end of June 

does not mean fun and sun, but rather 
the final days to fulfill their annual con-
tinuing education requirement. 

And because finance professionals 
have a well-known penchant for pro-
crastination, many wait until the last 
few weeks to complete their continu-
ing education. 

Luckily for the procrastinators, the 
Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kan-
sas (CFNEK) is holding its sixth annual 
continuing education program for finan-
cial professionals on June 5 following a 
Mass celebrated by Archbishop Joseph 
F. Naumann at Savior Pastoral Center in 
Kansas City, Kansas. 

The event, which is the only one of 
its kind in the region, will also be live-
streamed at Christ the King Parish in 
Topeka for the first time in its six-year 
history. 

In order to maintain their licenses, 
professionals in the financial industry 
must receive annual continuing educa-
tion credits before June 30. CFNEK of-
fers such training with a Catholic twist 
for professionals whose clients may 

wish to include the church in their es-
tate planning. 

“The board of directors of CFNEK 
understands that the person who is 
making decisions about their end of life 
is often consulting their attorney, an es-
tate planner or other financial planners 
in their world,” said Lesle Knop, execu-
tive director of the office of stewardship 
and development for the archdiocese. 
“We wanted to connect those individ-
uals with CFNEK in order for them to 
have a relationship and understand why 
it is important to steward your gifts re-
sponsibly in life and at death.”

Chris Arth, a former board member 

of CFNEK and former chairman of the 
committee for continuing education, 
said that as many as 100 people have 
attended such events in the past. Many 
of these people keep coming back, 
which Arth credits to the popularity of 
the classes offered. 

The curriculum blends the secular 
and spiritual, responding to the in-
terests and needs of the participants 
while following emerging trends in the 
industry. For example, classes in the 
past have been offered on canon law 
and religious liberty, as well as more 
traditional topics like estate planning.  

 This year, classes will cover social-

ly responsible impact investing, sound 
estate plans, social networking and dis-
ciplinary cases in Kansas. 

The program begins with registra-
tion from 7:30-9:30 a.m.; Mass from 
8-8:45 a.m. and continental breakfast; 
opening remarks by Archbishop Nau-
mann; and the sessions.

Aside from providing much-needed 
education, the event is also an opportuni-
ty for Catholic professionals to network 
and better understand how their faith 
plays a role in their nine-to-five lives. 

“Most of the people who come have 
that grounding in Catholic theology in 
some way, shape or form,” said Knop. 
“So we’re just adding, furthering those 
dimensions of truth in their under-
standing.

“It is an element unique to our pro-
gram that is attractive to those men and 
women who are in the profession but 
want to live their faith in the workplace.” 

CFNEK offers continuing education with a twist
n TOPEKA PROFESSIONALS 
CAN EARN CREDITS AT 
LIVE-STREAM LOCATION

From left, Ryan Grace, of Santa Marta, Jeanne Gorman, legal counsel for the archdiocese, and David 
Lyle attend a past continuing education class at Savior Pastoral Center in Kansas City, Kansas.

Do you need
continuing education?
Space is still available for finan-

cial professionals and others inter-
ested in the program.

Date: June 5, 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
beginning with Mass celebrated by 
Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann

Location: Savior Pastoral Center in 
Kansas City, Kansas, and live stream-
ing at Christ the King in Topeka 

To learn more or register to attend, 
go online to: www.cfnek.org/ce. 

By Jessica Langdon
jessica@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — From 
the cheering standing-room- 
only crowd to the commence-
ment speeches, Donnelly Col-

lege’s graduation here carried a distinct 
family feel.

“From day one, I felt like I was part of 
the family,” said Liz Medina, who spoke 
to the crowd at the Jack Reardon Civic 
Center in Kansas City, Kansas, on May 
9, moments before receiving her associ-
ate of science degree.

Medina’s road to graduation has not 
been an easy one. 

 It was her father’s illness — and the 
nurse who helped him — that sparked 
her own desire to become a nurse. She 
took the plunge and enrolled part time.

In her studies to become a certified 
nurse assistant, Medina discovered a 
love for school, and the next year en-
rolled full time to continue her studies.

Donnelly became a second home, 
she said, one she admitted she didn’t 
want to leave.

“Words cannot express how proud I 
am of each and every one of you,” she 
told her fellow graduates.

Those gathered for the commence-
ment ceremonies also heard from Na-
than Johnson Sr., who was awarded his 
bachelor of applied science, about his 
discovery of the organizational leader-
ship program and his increasing inter-
est in the ideas he was learning.

In his address, the Rev. Desmond C. 
Lamb Sr., pastor of Forest Grove Baptist 

Church in Kansas City, Kansas, urged 
the graduates to embrace others and 
make a difference in their world, be-
cause, just as in the story of David and 
Goliath, there are still giants to take 
down — racism, sexism, ageism and 
classism, to name a few.

“Leave this place knowing every gi-
ant in your life can be defeated,” he said.

Rev. Lamb, who attended Donnelly 
College and received his associate of 
arts degree in 2000, said Donnelly holds 
a special place in his heart.

“Donnelly taught me that it’s not 

about me, but about helping others,” he 
said.

The ceremony also honored Irene 
Caudillo, president and CEO of El 
Centro — an organization that pro-
vides educational, social and econom-
ic opportunities for Hispanic families 
— as the 2015 Delta Award honoree. 
The award honors people for contri-
butions to the community that em-
body the mission, spirit and values of 
Donnelly College.

Donnelly has been serving students 
— often first-generation college stu-

dents — in the urban core since 1949.
The Catholic college is sponsored by 

the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kan-
sas.

In recognition of Donnelly’s unique 
role in the community, an archdioce-
san youth formation assessment is pro-
viding a gift of $4 million over a 10-year 
period — funded through parishioners’ 
giving at their parishes — to be equally 
divided between funding scholarships 
and helping with capital improve-
ments.

Addressing the graduates, Msgr. 
Stuart Swetland, president of Donnel-
ly, shared anecdotes about Doc Rivers, 
coach of the Los Angeles Clippers.

Rivers’ son Austin plays for the Clip-
pers, and the younger Rivers described 
their bond as a “coach-player” relation-
ship, in which his dad is hard on him be-
cause he wants the best for him.

“I hope Donnelly College was hard 
on all of you — because we want what’s 
best for you,” said Msgr. Swetland.

He also spoke of a comment Doc Riv-
ers made about whether he’d treat Aus-
tin like a son or another player: “They’re 
all my sons,” said the coach.

“And today,” Msgr. Swetland told the 
graduates, “all of you become sons and 
daughters forever of Donnelly College, 
your alma mater.”

In the benediction, Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann referred to Donnel-
ly College as one of the “jewels of the 
archdiocese.”

“It’s something we treasure very 
much,” he said.

Donnelly graduates celebrate milestone
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Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann congratulates a graduate of Donnelly College at the graduation 
ceremony May 9 at the Jack Reardon Civic Center in Kansas City, Kansas, as Sister Anne Shepard, 
prioress of the Benedictine Sisters in Atchison, looks on.

PART OF THE FAMILY
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica.langdon@theleaven.org

K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. 
— A handshake. A 
nickname. A laugh. 
Someone teenagers 
can talk to — and 
they do.

These descrip-
tions don’t match many of the news 
stories that have gripped the United 
States in recent months detailing ten-
sions between police and communi-
ties.

But they describe just a few of the 
interactions between students at Bish-
op Ward High School in Kansas City, 
Kansas, and Officer Santiago Vasquez, 
student resource officer and a senior 
master patrolman with the Kansas 
City, Kansas, Police Department.

Vasquez’s career in police work 
spans 23 years.

For the past seven, he’s spent his 
days at Ward, where he has now led 
three years of a program called the Ju-
nior Police Academy.

It’s part of a national program, and 
KCK Police Chief Terry Zeigler im-
plemented it here several years ago. 
The department follows a deep-rooted 
community policing philosophy.

Junior Police Academy can lead 
young people to positions as police ca-
dets.

But it also educates high school stu-
dents about law enforcement and the 
law, teaches them about their consti-
tutional rights, and strives to close the 
gap between youth and police officers, 

said Vasquez.
Bishop Ward’s program started with 

11 students, then grew to 27 in its sec-
ond year. This year, it topped 30.

“I feel like everybody’s eager to be 
here,” said Luis Adrian Villarreal, a se-
nior. “It informs us. It prepares us for 
our future as adults in a society that’s 
maybe not the fairest.”

“I watch crime shows, so I was al-
ready interested,” said Teila Broxton, a 
junior, who was particularly interested 
in learning more about crime scene in-
vestigation. “I wanted to see the back-
ground of it, the different parts of it, 
what it actually takes to be a police 
officer.”

“I like crime shows,” agreed junior 
Daniela Tapia, “but what made me join 
was Officer Vasquez. I always look up 

to him, and I always see him do his 
duty. It made me want to come and join 
— see from his perspective.”

The students learned that police 
work can be difficult.

Vasquez encourages the students to 
ask tough questions of him and of the 
experts who come to talk to them.

And when current events come up, 
which they do, the group doesn’t shy 
away from the discussions that go be-
yond what’s presented in the media.

“We all sit down and talk about it 
and our feelings,” said Broxton. “And 
we get the police perspective, and we 
get our perspective of what happened, 
and we get more clear insight of what 
actually happened.”

The academy, emphasized Vasquez, 
has never been about PowerPoint pre-
sentations.

Classes have heard from CSI, the 
bomb unit, the traffic unit (students 
got to try out the radar guns), proba-
tion officers, an assistant district attor-
ney, the K-9 unit and more.

And some even changed the way 
they think about the police. Instead 
of feeling afraid, Tapia feels a greater 
sense of confidence.

“They’re there to help you,” she 
said. “And with all the information that 
I’ve learned, I think I can stay calm if I 
ever were to get pulled over.”

Students from the program also at-
tended a public hearing in February 
on diversity in public safety, hosted 
by Mayor Mark Holland and the De-
partment of Justice. Villarreal shared a 
hope-filled message with the panel.

“It is important for students to un-

derstand how the law enforcement sys-
tem works and how it pertains to our 
rights and responsibilities as members 
of the KCK community,” he told panel 
members.

The program is special at Ward, 
Vasquez believes, because they can 
openly talk about their faith and the in-
fluence it has.

“If I proclaim to be a Christian, if I 
proclaim to be a Catholic, which I am, 
that has to have an impact on my dai-
ly life as a law enforcement officer,” he 
said. “To deny that would be to lie.”

And he’s quick to point out not only 
how bright the students are, but how 
much life experience they bring to his 
sessions.

“I can tell you . . . having [had] many 
conversations with these young peo-
ple: They have lived three times the 
life that many people have lived in 
their lifetime,” he said.

Judge Delia Maria York (a 1985 grad-
uate of Bishop Ward), who serves in 
the 29th Judicial District, spoke to the 
importance of education and personal 
responsibility at the JPA graduation on 
May 6, where she told the students she 
sees many young lives destroyed by 
bad decisions.

She challenged the students to take 
part in their communities — to serve 
as jurors when summoned and to vote.

“I want to challenge you today to 
make a difference,” she said. “Keep 
working hard. Keep pursuing all of the 
opportunities and joys that life has to 
offer.

BOTH SIDES NOW
Ward students can now view community policing from

LEAVEN PHOTO BY JESSICA LANGDON

Officer Santiago Vasquez, Bishop Ward student resource officer and a senior master patrolman with the Kansas City, Kansas, Police Department congratulates senior Yusmayra Calderon on completing 
Ward’s Junior Police Academy program.

It is important 
for students to 

understand how the 
law enforcement sys-
tem works and how it 
pertains to our rights 
and responsibilities as 
members of the KCK 
community.”

Officer Santiago Vasquez

“
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SPECIAL BLESSING
Father Matthew Francis, pastor of St. Joseph-St. Lawrence Parish in Easton, blesses the participants at a special St. Isidore Mass on May 15 
at Christ’s Peace House of Prayer near Easton. Area farmers in attendance were blessed as were seeds, farms and agricultural businesses. 
The event was forced indoors because of rain.
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parents of students, Immaculata alum-
ni, and current students all rallied to 
fight for their school. Students at Im-
maculata and Xavier alone raised over 
$5,000 by holding a car wash on a cold 
spring day and spreading the word on 
social media. Teachers at Immaculata 
asked for pay cuts. Donations ranged 
from $20 to $200,000.

“We were just standing there with 
our jaws open,” Thompson said. “We 
just couldn’t believe how much money 
was flooding in our door. We couldn’t 
even believe it.” 

Maurice Schmidling, a Leavenworth 
native and Immaculata alumnus whose 
wife, children and grandchildren all at-
tended Immaculata, was delighted by 
the outcome. 

“It’s just as vital to save a school of 
100 kids as a school with 1,000 kids,” he 
said. “They’re just as important. I don’t 
care if it’s 10 students. They’re just as 
important.” 

“We just placed everything in Our 
Lord’s hand and in the Blessed Moth-
er because she’s the patroness of our 
school,” said Father David.

“Bishop Miege and St. Thomas Aqui-
nas and St. James — these are all big-
ger schools,” he continued. “But we’re 
named after Our Blessed Mother. 

“And we’re going to hope that she 
helps us out.”

Leavenworth 
saves Immaculata

>> Continued from page 3
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Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

June 12 - 14, 2015
How can we join the Holy Eucharist with a “listening heart” (cf. St. Benedict): pondering, med-
itating, in silent reverence?  Not so much expecting “to get something out of it,” but rather 
wishing “to get into the mystery” itself? The Lord wants to share his life with us.
FR. MAURITIUS WILDE, OSB, PH.D., is the author of several books and directs retreats regu-
larly.  For his reflections on the Holy Rule of St. Benedict, listen to Spirit Catholic Radio or visit 
www.DiscerningHearts.com.  He serves as Prior of our monastery in Schuyler.
Friday, 7:30 p.m. to Sunday after Lunch Program Fee: $ 60; Rooms per night: Single Oc-
cupancy: $ 43 plus tax; Double Occupancy: $ 35/person plus tax;  Meals per day: $25.50 
plus tax.

Located 3 miles north of Schuyler at Hwy. 15
P.O. Box 528   •   Schuyler, NE 68661-0528   •   Phone: 402-352-8819   •   Fax: 402-352-8884

Email: Retreats@StBenedictCenter.com   •   Web Site: www.StBenedictCenter.com

Contemplating the Holy Eucharist

ST. BENEDICT CENTER

Want to help someone heal 
from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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Catholic Foundation of Northeast Kansas
• Catholic Bequests

• Gift Annuities

• Endowments

Remember a gift to the church in your will
(913) 647-0325  CFNEK@archkck.org  www.cfnek.org

• Donor Advised Funds

• Named Scholarship Funds

• Memorial Funds

PRAY 
BALL!
The Pitching for Priests 

series continues when 
the undefeated priests 
from the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Jo-

seph meet the priests of the Arch-
diocese of Kansas City in Kansas at 
6:30 p.m. on June 15 at Community 
America Ballpark at the Legends in 
Kansas City, Kansas — right next to 
the Kansas Speedway. For tickets 
(parishes can buy in bulk), call (816) 
630-1090 or go online to: www.the 
CatholicRadioNetwork.com. 

Proceeds go to the vocations 
fund for each diocese. The event 
is sponsored by the Catholic Radio 
Network.

Mary (Sloan) and Tim Nay, members 
of St. Michael the 
Archangel Parish, 
Leawood, will  
celebrate their 
50th wedding an-
niversary on May 
29. The couple 
was married on 
May 29, 1965, at 
Immaculate Con-
ception Church in 
Louisburg. A cel-
ebration lunch for 

family and friends will be held on May 31. 
They have three children: Todd Nay, Jen-
nifer Mick and Tony Nay. They also have 
six grandchildren and one great-grandson.

Robert and Margaret (Browning) 
Stanley, mem-
bers of Good 
Shepherd Parish, 
Shawnee, cele-
brated their 60th 
wedding anni-
versary May 21. 
The couple will 
celebrate with a 
family dinner on 
May 30, hosted 
by their children: 

Brett Stanley, Scott Stanley, Theresa 
Breeden, Todd Stanley and Jeff Stanley.  
They also have 13 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

Doris and Herb Schnieders, mem-
bers of St. 
Joseph Par-
ish, Shaw-
nee, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversa-
ry on May 
30 with a 5 

p.m. Mass at St. Joseph Church, followed 
by a reception at the Knights of Columbus 
Hall in Shawnee. The couple was married 
on May 22, 1965, at St. Patrick Church in 
Kansas City, Kansas, by Father Raymond 
Burger. Their children are: Robin Dunn, 
Huntsville, Alabama; Jennifer Bevitt, Over-
land Park; and Lori Wood, Lenexa. They 
also have eight grandchildren.

Dorothy (Brown) and Frank Ciak, 
members of 
Christ the 
King Par-
ish, Topeka, 
celebrated 
their 60th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on May 14. 
Their chil-

dren are: Matthew Ciak, Lawrence; Dor-
othy Emory, Topeka; and Teresa O’Neal, 
Topeka. They also have six grandchildren 
and four great-grandchildren.

Vivian (Neises) and Truman Ward, 
members of 
Christ the King 
Parish, Topeka, 
will celebrate 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on May 22. The 
couple was mar-
ried on May 22, 
1965, at St. An-
thony Church, 
Wellington. The 
couple will cel-

ebrate with family. Cards may be sent to: 
P.O. Box 3817, Topeka, KS 66604. Their chil-
dren are: Harvey Ward, Baldwin City; Shelly 
Kaberline, Topeka; and Nanette Bales, 
Basehor. They also have five grandchildren.

Bob and Cathy (Calovich) Cline, 
m e m b e r s 
of Sacred 
Heart Par-
ish, Tongan-
oxie, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
anniversary 
on May 23 

with a picnic at the VFW Park in Tongan-
oxie. Their children are: Angela Bergt, St. 
Johns, Florida; Jennifer Hull, Lawrence; 
and Robert Cline, Branson, Missouri. They 
also have five grandchildren.

Rosemary (Engel) and Larry Fahl-
s t r o m , 
m e m b e r s 
of St. Ann 
Church in 
Prairie Vil-
lage, will 
c e l e b r a t e 
their 50th 
anniversa-
ry on June 

7 with a blessing at Mass, followed by a 
brunch with family and friends. A trip to 
Colorado is planned for later. The couple 
was married on June 5, 1965, at St. Fran-
cis Xavier Church in Kansas City, Missou-
ri. Their children are: Larry Fahlstrom, 
Leawood; Joe Fahlstrom, Prairie Village; 
Marie Spomer, Omaha, Nebraska; and 
Carol Higgerson, Prairie Village. They also 
have nine grandchildren. 

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555

Stair lifts & More We’ll lift you up!
Scooter/bath/wheelchair/pool  

Free consults. Leaven discounts!
Member Good Shepherd, Shawnee 

Call Ed Toll Free 1-855-543-8632

NEW ANNIVERSARY POLICY
• The Leaven prints 50, 60, 65 and 70th 
notices. 
• Announcements are due eight days before 
the desired publication date. 
• Announcements must be typed. 
• If you would like your photo returned, 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.
Send notices to: The Leaven, 12615 Parallel 
Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 66109, attn: anniver-
saries; or send an email to: Todd@theleaven.
com. 

Sixth-grade vocation essay 
winners announced

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — An awards lun-
cheon was held 
on April 8 to honor 
four archdiocesan 
students who were 
the winners of the 
annual sixth-grade 
vocation essay con-
test held among 
Catholic schools in 
Johnson, Wyandotte 
and Leavenworth 
counties.  

The female win-
ner was Ellen Mc-
Daniel, of Ascension 
School in Overland 
Park,  and female 
runner-up was 
Maggie Masoner, 
of Good Shepherd 
School, Shawnee. 
The male winner 
was Christian Rick-
ert, of Ascension 
School, and the male 
runner-up was Jack 
Dotterer, of Queen 

of the Holy Rosary School, Wea. 
The awards luncheon was held at the Hil-

ton Garden Inn in Kansas City, Kansas, and 
was sponsored by the Serra Club of Kansas 
City in Kansas.

Ellen McDaniel

Christian Rickert
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By Jessica Langdon
jessica.langdon@theleaven.org

O
V E R L A N D 
PARK — Born 
into a devout 
Catholic fami-
ly, and the sec-
ond of eight 
children, Oanh 
Pham was 

the daughter of a South Vietnamese 
soldier. Originally from central Viet-
nam, the family moved to Saigon, the 
South Vietnamese capital, in the early 
1970s, where the 
children attended 
Catholic schools.

At the age of 
17, young Oanh 
already knew that 
she was being 
called to become 
a nun. She joined 
the Lasallian Viet-
namese Sisters as 
a candidate when 
she was just in 
12th grade.

But the follow-
ing year — at the 
end of April 1975 
— Saigon fell to 
the communist 
regime.

Chaos engulfed 
the capital, and 
her father urged 
her to get out of 
the country any 
way she could. 
She would have 
to leave him be-
hind, he said, as well as her mother 
and siblings, who were living outside 
the city.  

Oanh managed to join a group of 

Lasallian Sisters and Christian Broth-
ers already planning to leave Vietnam 
together; they took care of all of the 
arrangements.

Her journey aboard an American 
ship to the United States involved 
none of the horrors or struggles ex-
perienced by others.

Then, sponsored by the Christian 
Brothers, the small group of Sisters 
settled in Fresno, California, where 
Oanh studied English in high school 
by day, and prepared for a career in 
nursing through college classes at 
night.

People said it 
wouldn’t be easy . . . 
and it wasn’t.

“They said there 
are two languag-
es you have to deal 
with: medical termi-
nology and English,” 
she said.

Oanh spent those 
first few years in 
America in Califor-
nia, in both Fresno 
and San Jose, study-
ing, tutoring Viet-
namese students and 
working with the 
Vietnamese commu-
nities there.

But eventually — 
especially as mem-
bers of the group 
she’d traveled with 
left to reunite with 
family or friends — 
she began to experi-
ence culture shock 
for the first time.

“I realized I left my family,” she 
said. “There’s a possibility I may nev-
er see them again . . .

“From that time [on], culture shock 
hit me hard.”

Starting over — again
It’s difficult being an immigrant in 

any country. But Oanh found that the 
delayed shock of leaving her native 
land and her family, coupled with the 
lack of a clear vocational option, also 
weighed on her. 

But then she caught a break.
At the encouragement of a visiting 

Benedictine Sister from Mount St. 
Scholastica in Atchison, Oanh began 
to think about making the move to an 
American community.

She decided to look into it and, if it 
didn’t work out, she would consider 
leaving religious life entirely.

When Oanh contacted Sister Nor-
een Hurter, the Benedictine prioress 
in Atchison quickly arranged for the 
young woman to move to the Kansas 
monastery — to both discern her vo-
cation to religious life and the possi-
bility of joining their order.

For a young woman who had al-
ready started over once in this coun-
try without friends or family, the 
move was a daring choice. She’d be 
going to a place where she didn’t 
know anyone and would be starting 
entirely over.

“When my friends heard about the 
news,” she said, “they said, ‘Are you 
crazy?’” 

“I don’t know if I’m crazy or not,” 
she admitted to them.  

But she put this decision, as she 
had every other major decision in her 
life, in God’s hands.

“God, help me with this,” she 
prayed. 

She knew that doing God’s will 
was the way to finding happiness and 
peace in her heart and mind.

Now, looking back on that trou-

bled juncture in her life, she feels 
God’s presence.

“So I think God’s helped me,” she 
said. “He’s given me encouragement.”

Benedictine hospitality
Oanh was immediately drawn to 

the hospitality and prayer life of the 
Atchison Benedictines.

And when she discussed with her 
formation director her dream to be a 
nurse, she was encouraged to pursue 
it.

By now a U.S. citizen, and after 
making her temporary vows to her 
new order, Sister Oanh went to Tope-
ka with a group of Sisters and studied 
nursing at Washburn University.

When she became a registered 
nurse, she went to work at St. Francis 
Hospital in Topeka.

But she could not forget the family 
she’d left behind in Vietnam.

Inspired by another family that 
reunited in the United States and be-
came like a second family to her, Sis-

ter Oanh began to think about what it 
might take to bring her own family to 
the United States.

She then submitted applications 
for her whole family to see if it would 
be possible to bring them all — par-
ents, brothers, sisters — to a place 
where they might know greater op-
portunity — together.

Again, she turned to God.
“If it is your will, it will happen; if 

not, I will accept it,” she said.
The paperwork on the United 

States side wasn’t a problem. Al-
though it was a long process, she 
eventually learned she would be able 
to bring her family members over to 
this country.

The question now was: Would the 
Vietnamese government let them 
leave?

So she started the paper chase 
again. And prayed.

A baker’s dozen — 
and more

Corresponding by letter with her 
father, Sister Oanh began to work the 
details.

Even the good news that her family 
could eventually join her in the Unit-
ed States didn’t really simplify things.

In fact, she now knew that she 
would need to help them get set-
tled and find jobs in their new coun-
try, while guaranteeing through her 
sponsorship that they wouldn’t be-
come a dependent of the American 
government.

It was going to take a lot of work.
And it was going to take a lot of 

money.
“So I considered maybe I [will] ask 

for a leave of absence to get the things 
ready for them when they come,” she 
said.

It seemed the only way.
Once her leave was granted, Sister 

Oanh moved to the Kansas City area 
and its larger Vietnamese communi-
ty, hoping that it would cushion her 
relatives from some of the culture 
shock she had suffered.

Then the real work began.
The young nurse took multiple 

jobs, working seven days a week 
and saving every penny she could — 
enough to buy a house outright with-
in a year.

“She was very determined to help 
her family get a better life, and she 
worked extremely hard to be able to   
. . . bring them over and provide while 
they got situated,” said Sister Mary 
Agnes Patterson, OSB, the communi-
ty’s prioress when Sister Oanh took 
her leave of absence.

All her hard work paid off.
The first to arrive were Sister 

Oanh’s parents and the siblings who 
were not married at the time — in-
cluding a brother who was born after 
she left Vietnam.

A few Benedictine Sisters were 
there at the airport with Sister Oanh 
to greet them when the family’s flight 
arrived.

“Hugging is not my custom,” ad-
mitted the reticent nun, “but when 
they first came, I hugged everyone.

 “I can’t believe that it could hap-
pen like that. I always say it’s a mira-
cle that happened to me.”

But Sister Anne Shepard, OSB, 
now prioress of the Atchison Mount 
community, said Sister Oanh’s exam-
ple reminds her of St. Paul’s promise: 
“Nothing is impossible with God.”

“If you want something strongly 
enough, and you put your will and 

your hard work in line with God, 
it will happen,” said Sister Anne. 
“That’s the takeaway.”

Sister Oanh, she said, while always 
pleasant, professional, friendly and 
strong, is “amazing in her steadfast-
ness.”

 “One by one by one, she brought 
her family here,” said Sister Carol 
Ann Petersen, OSB, director of the 
Keeler Women’s Center in Kansas 
City, Kansas, and a housemate of Sis-
ter Oanh.

And not only her immediate fami-
ly, but some extended family as well.

All 16 of them. 

Together at last
Sister Carol Ann sees a lot of 

strength in Sister Oanh and believes 
it stems from her family.

“She had a loving, kind family that 
— even in the midst of war — was 
very true to their religion,” she said. 
“Religion was always so important to 
them, and I know it got them through 
a really hard time.”

It got Sister Oanh through her 
leave of absence from the community 
as well — an absence that lasted 10 
years.

As her relatives settled into the 
area and began working in their own 
jobs, Sister Oanh continued to work 
to support them in their transition.

Sister Carol Ann knows Sister Oanh 
made tremendous sacrifices and had 
to have been exhausted, but reuniting 
her family was important to her.

“Staying together as a family meant 
coming across the ocean,” said Sister 
Carol Ann. “So often our [American] 
families can be so disintegrated and 
apart. It’s a wonderful testimony that 
what they do, they do as a family. 

“They contribute so much to the 
community, the church [and] the 
economy.”

Community and family
Benedictine Sisters take a vow of 

stability, said Sister Anne.
Now that Sister Oanh’s family is 

safe and settled — mostly in the Over-
land Park area, but one of her sisters 
is now a nun in St. Louis — Sister 
Oanh has returned to her Benedictine 
community. There, she celebrated her 
silver anniversary last summer.

But she continues working in her 
longtime position as a nurse at Shaw-
nee Mission Medical Center.

Sister Oanh loves the people she 
meets there, but especially enjoys 
seeing the people she cares for get 
well and go home.

“I learn from them, too, and [they] 
make me realize how blessed I am,” 
she said.

As time allows, she also helps 
some elderly members of the Viet-
namese community with things like 
doctors’ appointments.

 

‘Just an instrument’
By most measures, the road from 

Saigon has been long and hard.
“She has been through a lot of suf-

fering in her life,” agreed Sister Mary 
Agnes.

But Sister Oanh doesn’t see it that 
way. 

“I am blessed [by] what I’ve been 
through,” said Sister Oanh. “I always 
think God is behind this. 

“He just used me as an instrument 
to help my family come here.”

‘Nothing is 
impossible 
with God’

South Vietnamese refugees arrive on a U.S. 
Navy vessel during Operation Frequent Wind, 
the final phase in the evacuation of American 
civilians and “at-risk” Vietnamese from Sai-
gon.

Sister Oanh Pham escaped from Vietnam 
during the fall of Saigon, leaving her family 
behind. But through sheer determination, she 
worked to bring them to the United States, 
one by one. 

For a generation of Americans, some of the most indelible images of the fall of Sai-
gon is of South Vietnamese men, women and children clinging to the last American 
helicopters to leave the city 40 years ago this past April. For some, though, the end 
of the Vietnam War was not only the end of a story — but also a new beginning. 
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Saturday June 6
4 p.m. Mass
5 p.m. German Food Line Opens 
Children’s Inflatables & Mini-Train 
Live Entertainment

Sunday June 7
10 a.m. German Food Line Opens 
Carnival, Games, Bingo, Musical Entertainment
2 p.m. Oral Auction, Drawings

Both Days!
Authentic German Food, Basket Booth, Silent Auction, Fancy 
Booth, Country Store, Jewelry Booth, T-shirts and Souvenirs, 
Entertainment, Snack Bar, Bier Garten & More!

DRAWINGS
Electronics – $1 donation/ticket
• 2-in-1 tablet-laptop computer 
• 42” flat screen TV
• Xbox One game system

Entertainment – $1 donation/ticket 
• Regal Movie Ticket Vouchers
• KC Royals Ticket Vouchers
• Great Wolf Lodge, KC, KS
(overnight stay for family of 4-6)

Handmade Quilts – $1 donation/ticket

Cash Drawing – $10 donation/ticket 
• $5,000 1st Place
• $2,500 2nd Place
• $1,000 3rd Place
• $250 4th-7th Place

SACRED HEART CHURCH, 312 NE FREEMAN, TOPEKA 
Details www.SacredHeartStJosephCatholic.org

Brat Trot!
Saturday, May 30 8 a.m.

5k Run/Walk
Sacred Heart parking lot, loop through 3.1 

miles of Oakland and return to Sacred Heart.
Register: http://www.active.com/running/

topeka-ks/4th- annual-brat-trot-2015

FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
Repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 Raise & Level
v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

Priests take to bicycles to 
spread vocations message

BROOKLYN, N.Y. (CNS) — Two priests 
and three seminarians, all from the New 
York metropolitan area, are biking their 
way up the East Coast in hopes of rais-
ing awareness about religious vocations 
along the way. The team drove to their 
starting point — the Diocese of St. Au-
gustine, Florida, which is observing the 
450th year of a Catholic presence in 
the Americas. They began the ride from 
there May 18 and their progress can 
be followed on the website at: www.
biking4vocations.org. The priests are 
Father Marc Swartvagher, a Brooklyn 
diocesan priest who teaches at Cathe-
dral Seminary House of Formation, and 
Father Joseph Fitzgerald, diocesan voca-
tions director for the Diocese of Rock-
ville Centre. The three college seminari-
ans include Steven Diaz, who is studying 
for the Archdiocese of New York, and 
two from Rockville Centre, Dominik 
Wegiel and Stephen Rooney. The trip 
— named Biking4Vocations — came 
from Rooney, who last summer pedaled 
across the country with an organization 
called “Bike and Build. We biked from 
Providence, Rhode Island, to San Fran-
cisco in order to raise money and aware-
ness for affordable housing,” he said.

Pope: Church needs 
women’s voices, input
VATICAN CITY (CNS) — Women can 

be appointed heads of some offices of 

the Roman Curia, Pope Francis said, 
but that will not be enough to “recov-
er the role” women should have in the 
Catholic Church. “Women should be 
promoted,” he said May 16 during an 
audience with an international group 
of men and women religious working 
in the Diocese of Rome. But assigning 
a certain number of women to leader-
ship positions is “simply functional-
ism,” he said. What is important is to 

ensure that women have a voice and 
are listened to, he said, because the 
church needs their specific contribu-
tions. “When we men are dealing with 
a problem, we arrive at a conclusion, 
but if we deal with the same problem 
along with women, the conclusion 
could be different. It could lead along 
the same path, but would be rich-
er, stronger, more intuitive,” he said. 
“Women in the church must have this 

role,” because the church needs “the 
feminine genius.” During the pope’s 
long meeting with the religious, he 
responded off the cuff to questions 
posed by two women and two men. 

Protecting people means 
protecting the planet

ROME (CNS) — Pride, greed and 
selfishness are destroying the plan-
et just as they destroy human lives, 
said Cardinal Peter Turkson. However, 
with action inspired by good steward-
ship and solidarity, people can ensure 
that the earth is “a nurturing home for 
every man, woman and child in every 
country and in every generation,” said 
the cardinal, president of the Pontifi-
cal Council for Justice and Peace. Car-
dinal Turkson, who oversaw work on a 
first draft of Pope Francis’ upcoming 
encyclical on ecology, addressed the 
general assembly of Caritas Interna-
tionalis in Rome May 14. Pope Francis 
is publishing the encyclical, he said, 
“not to enter into scientific and finan-
cial debates, but to remind the world 
that our choices are ultimately moral 
in nature,” including when it comes 
to safeguarding creation. “This is an 
all-embracing moral imperative: to 
protect and care both for creation — 
our garden home — and for the human 
person who dwells therein,” the car-
dinal said. “Without stewardship, the 
earth will be less and less habitable,” 
Cardinal Turkson added. 

CNS PHOTO/ANTO AKKARA

Father Ignatius Rai, vicar of Assumption Parish in Lalitpur, Nepal, chats May 9 with 85-year old 
Padam Kumari Magar, who had crawled out unscathed from the rubble of her stone home on 
Baretol Mountain after the April 25 earthquake.
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HOME IMPROVEMENT
Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, Olathe. Call 
(913) 829-4336.

Helping Hand Handy Man - Home maintenance chores 
available by the hour. Special rate for senior and single-       
parent households. Electrical, painting, wood refinishing, 
deck repair, yard work, shelving and organizing. Most 
home problems and needs solved. Member of Prince of 
Peace, Olathe. Call Mark Coleman at (913) 526-4490.

Get the job done right the first time
Kansas City’s Premier Services

Decks and fences
Power washing, staining and preserving

Call for a FREE estimate
Brian (913) 952-5965, Holy Trinity parishioner

Jim (913) 257-1729, Holy Spirit parishioner

Custom countertops - Laminates installed within 5 
days. Cambria, granite, and solid surface. Competitive 
prices, dependable work. Call the Top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. Members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

EL SOL Y LA  TIERRA
*Commercial & residential 

* Lawn renovation *Mowing
* Clean-up and hauling 

* Dirt grading/installation
* Landscape design * Free estimates

Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!
Call Lupe at (816) 252-1391

House painting
Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 

Power washing, fences, decks. 
30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 

Call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

STA (Sure Thing Always) Home Repair - Basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. Email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. Member of 
Holy Trinity, Lenexa.

Swalms Organizing - Downsizing - Clean Out Service.  
Reduce clutter - Any space organized.  Shelving built on 
site. Items hauled for recycling and donations.  20 years 
exp, insured.  Call Tillar: (913) 375-9115. WWW.SWALMS 
ORGANIZING.COM.

Last year was a great year, thank you to all my cus-
tomers! Spring is around the corner and we do decks, 
windows, doors, house painting (interior and exterior), 
wood rot, deck staining and siding. You name it, we can 
do it. No job too big or small, just give us a call. Insured.  
Call Josh at (913) 709-7230.

DRC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - Doors - Decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. Choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
Everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Lawn/Landscaping - Mowing, mulch, dirt work, sod, 
tree trimming, landscape rock, gutter cleaning, and 
power washing. Mention this ad for special pricing. Call 
(816) 509-0224.

Adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

Basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

Electrical and plumbing,
Licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

HARCO Exteriors LLC
Your Kansas City fencing specialists

Family owned and operated
(913) 815-4817

www.harcoexteriorsllc.com

Concrete construction - Tear out and replace 
stamped, stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining 
walls, footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation 
and hauling. Asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; refer-

ences. Call Dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: 
dandeeconst@aol.com

CAREGIVING
Live-in companion/caregiver - 15 years experience 
providing quality care that includes assisting with bath-
ing and dressing, personal hygiene, cooking, light house-
work, dispensing medications, keeping doctor appoint-
ments, running errands and basically doing everything 
to keep you happy, healthy and at home.  Excellent refer-
ences available.  Call Mary at (913) 526-6235.

Caregiver - 45 year old female. Lots of caregiving ex-
perience. Flexible hours. Excellent references. Please call 
Kara at (913) 909-6659.

Day care openings - Infant to preschool age. Mon. - Fri. 
6:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Reasonable rates. Easy access to 
I-635, I-35 and I-70. Fenced yard. Excellent references. 
Many years of experience. Call Sandy at (913) 927-1309. 

Caregiver - CNA home health care specialist provides 
TLC in the comfort of the client’s residence. Available 24 
hours or part-time. Affordable, excellent references, 25 
years seasoned experience, nonsmoker. Call (816) 806-
8104.

Looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. Our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in Lenexa and Lawrence. Call Benefits of Home - 
Senior Care, Lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or Lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Caregiver - Caregiver with over 20 years experience 
wants to care for your loved ones. Energetic, strong and 
fun, can provide care and transportation for male or fe-
male. Excellent references. Call Vivian at (913) 292-4829.

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. Call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with Laurie, 
Debbie or Gary.

VACATION
Great Colorado Getaway! - Completely furnished 
three- story condo, sleeps 10. 3 BR, Wi-Fi, all cooking 
facilities, satellite, deck with gorgeous views! Hunting, 
fishing, hiking, train rides through the mountains and 
much more! For rates and reservations, visit the website 
at: www.cucharavacationrentals.com, then Aspen Valley 
Lookout.

REAL ESTATE
Wanted to buy - I NEED HOUSES! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
All sales are cash with no strings attached. Please call 
Mark Edmondson at (913) 980-4905. Holy Trinity Parish 
member.     

For sale or rent - Pinebrook condo, 7428 W. 102nd Ct., 
Overland Park. Beautiful big living and dining room. 1 BR, 

1 BA, sunroom, eat-in kitchen. Almost everything is new. 
Furnished. Heat and hot water included. Lots of storage 
space, walk-in closet. No smoking or pets. $75,000 for 
sale, or $850 rent per month. Call Mrs. Booker at (913) 
341-8273.

FOR SALE
Residential lifts - Buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
Member of St. Michael the Archangel Parish, Leawood. 
Call Silver Cross KC at (913) 327-5557. 

For sale - At Resurrection Cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. Contact A. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

Strawberry Hill picture - Very beautiful and unusual. 
The Strawberry Hill scene is etched in black on a tan 
background on what seems to be marble. Is matted in a 
beautiful frame. Measures 29 inches high and 24 inches 
wide. The cost is $100. You need to see it in person. Call 
Barbara Palcher at (913) 334-1980.

WANTED TO BUY
Will buy firearms and related accessories - One or a 
whole collection. Honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
Contact Tom at (913) 238-2473. Member of Sacred Heart 
Parish, Shawnee. 

Wanted to buy - Lionel trains. Call (913) 485-6700.

Antiques wanted
Coca-Cola items and old signs. 
Indian rugs, turquoise jewelry.

Old wrist and pocket watches, postcards and photo-
graphs. Check your attic or basements for treasures. 

Call Chris at (913) 593-7507.

Wanted to buy - Antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee Maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee

MISCELLANEOUS
Our Lady of Hope. Catholics with an Anglican and Meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. Visitors welcome.  
Mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. Therese Little Flower, 5814 
Euclid, Kansas City, Mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
Ernie Davis. Dr. Bruce Prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or 
call (816) 729-6776. 

May
Most Pure Heart of Mary Parish, 
Topeka, will host its annual Sum-
merFest on May 22-23 on the 
parish grounds, 3601 S.W. 17th St. 

The hours are 4 - 11 p.m. on Friday and 10 
a.m. - 11:30 p.m. on Saturday. There will 
be carnival games and prizes, inflatables, 
mechanical rides, barbecue, Saturday 
night chicken dinner, an evening beer gar-
den, local food vendors, a garden empori-
um, a used book sale, bingo, paint thera-
py and entertainment on the main stage. 
Visit the website for more information at: 
www.mphm.com/summerfest/home or 
call the parish office at (785) 272-5590.

The annual charismatic Pente-
cost Mass will be held May 24 
at 1:30 p.m. at St. Pius X Church, 
5500 Woodson Rd., Mission. For 

more information, call (913) 649-2026. 

Holy Spirit Church, 11300 W. 
103rd St., Overland Park, will host 
its 14th annual parish garage 
sale on May 28 - 29 from 8 a.m. - 

6 p.m. and on May 30 from 8 a.m. - noon. 
Proceeds will go to Catholic education 
and youth ministry programs at Holy Spir-
it. To learn more and for a sneak peek at 
items for sale, visit the website at: www.
hscatholicgaragesale.weebly.com.

The annual Hispanic young adult 
conference, “Chosen By Love 
Eph. 1: 4-10,” will be held May 29 
from 6 - 11 p.m. at the Catholic 

Center, 20 W. 9th St., Kansas City, Mis-
souri, and on May 30 from 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
at Rockhurst University, 1100 Rockhurst 

Rd., Kansas City, Missouri. For more infor-
mation, send an email to Edith Montes at: 
emontes@diocesekcsj.org; call (816) 482-
6906 or (816) 756-2350; or visit the web-
site at: http://ministerio.diocese-kcsj.org.

Sacred Heart - St. Joseph Par-
ish, Topeka, will host a “Brat 
Trot” 5K run/walk on May 30, 
starting at 8 a.m. The cost to 

attend is $25. Register online at: www.
active.com/topeka-ks/running/distance-
running-races/4th-annual-brat-trot-2015.

Christ’s Peace House of Prayer, 
22131 Meagher Rd., Easton, will 
hold its second annual cele-
bration of Our Blessed Mother, 

“Mary Fest,” on May 31. Mass will be at 
noon, followed by a procession to the out-
door shrine to Our Lady of Guadalupe and 
the recitation of the glorious mysteries. 
A simple meal with time for visiting and 
touring will follow. If interested in attend-
ing, send an email to:  info@christspeace.
com or call (913) 773-8255.

June
Join the Ladies of Charity of Met-
ropolitan Kansas City at the 46th 
Symphony Designers Show-
house for a tour of the home, box 

lunch, boutique and raffle on June 1 from 
10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. The cost to attend is 
$30. Beneficiaries include the Duchesne 
Clinic, Seton Center and Villa St. Francis. 
To register, mail your $30 reservation to 
Christy Towle, 11415 Manor Rd., Leawood, 
KS 66211. Reservations are due by May 
25. For more information, call Marnie Rob-
inette at (913) 451-2484.

Advice and Aid Pregnancy Centers, Inc., 
need volunteers, including bilingual vol-
unteers, and will be offering a volunteer 
informational meeting on June 1 from 7 - 
9 p.m. at 11644 W. 75th St., Shawnee. For 
more information on volunteering in this 
ministry or to RSVP, contact Mary New-
comer at (913) 962-0200 or send an email 
to: volunteer@adviceandaid.com.

Holy Cross Parish, 8101 W. 95th 
St., Overland Park, will host a 
rummage sale on June 3 from 
4 - 8 p.m.; June 4 from 8 a.m. - 7 

p.m.; June 5 from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m.; and June 
6 from 8 a.m. - noon. For more informa-
tion, send an email to Kim Cashman at: 
kcashman@kc.rr.com.

The Kansas City Catholic home 
school conference will be held 
June 5 - 6 at St. Paul Church, 900 
S. Honeysuckle Dr., Olathe. Early 

bird preregistration lasts until May 15. For 
more information, visit the website at: 
http://kccatholichomeschooler.org.

The 4th Motorcycle Ride to End 
Alzheimer’s will be held June 
6, starting at Callahan’s West, 
22917 W. 83rd St., Lenexa. Sign up 

is from 10 a.m. - noon. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at: www.ridetoend.
blogspot.com; send an email to: bdfarra@
yahoo.com; or call (913) 230-7466.

St.  Joseph Church, 306 N. Broadway, 
Leavenworth, will host its 14th annual 
Germanfest on June 6. A German Mass 
begins at 4:30 p.m., followed by a tradi-
tional German dinner from 5:30  - 8 p.m. 
The cost to attend is $10 for adults; $4 for 
children. There will also be a beer garden, 

German silent auction, a raffle and out-
door music by the Festhaus Musikanten 
Polka Band from 6 - 9 p.m. For more infor-
mation, call the parish office at (913) 682-
3953 or visit the website at: www.icsj.org.

St. Patrick Parish, 302 S. Boyle, Scranton, 
will host a benefit trail ride at Eisenhow-
er State Park, 29810 S. Fairlawn Rd., Osage 
City, on June 6. Registration and breakfast 
will be held from 7 - 8:30 a.m. The ride 
will be from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. There will be a 
smoked meat meal at 6 p.m. Please RSVP 
for the meal. All proceeds will benefit the 
new church building fund. Preregister by 
May 31 for a free breakfast on Saturday 
morning. For more information, call Rhon-
da Stark at (785) 793-2660 or send an 
email to: horsnaround _12@yahoo.com. 

“Swap and Shop” will be held June 6 
from 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. at St. Patrick Church, 
94th and State Ave., Kansas City, Kansas. 
Booths are $25 each or $40 for a double. 
For more information, call Fritz Vertz at 
(913) 515-0621.

A 700-family garage sale will be 
held June 6 from 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
and June 7 from 8 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
at Queen of the Holy Rosary 

Church, 22779 Metcalf Rd., Bucyrus. On 
Sunday, all items that fit in a trash bag will 
be $4 a bag. For more information, call 
(913) 244-2403.

Sacred Heart - St. Joseph Parish, 312 
N.E. Freeman, Topeka, will host a German-
fest on June 6 - 7. There will be authentic 
German food, games, bingo, booths, auc-
tions and drawings for prizes. For more 
information, visit the website at: www.
sacredheartstjosephcatholic.org.
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EMPLOYMENT
Stewardship coordinator - The Archdiocese of Kansas 
City in Kansas is seeking an individual with administrative 
experience in managing fundraising appeals. The position 
is essential to the successful operation of the archdio-
cese’s annual appeal and reports to the executive director 
of stewardship and development. Ideal candidate will be 
a practicing Catholic in good standing; have experience 
working in a fundraising environment; be proficient at 
data input and analysis; and demonstrate effective com-
munication skills, written and verbal. Position requires a 
bachelor’s degree and minimum of two years experience 
in a fundraising environment, preferably experience uti-
lizing Blackbaud’s Raiser’s Edge database.  A complete 
job description, application and benefits information are 
available on the archdiocese’s website at: www.archkck.
org/jobs. Interested individuals should mail cover letter, 
resume and application by May 29 to: Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas, Office of Human Resources, Appeal 
Coordinator Search, 12615 Parallel Pkwy., Kansas City, KS 
66109, or send by email to: jobs@archkck.org.

Teachers - The Goddard School, 21820 W. 115th Terr., 
Olathe, is looking for qualified lead teachers and as-
sistant teachers — both full- and part-time positions 
available. Infant lead teacher, full time; assistant teach-
er, full-time floating position; preschool teacher, full and 
part time. In our warm, loving atmosphere our highly 
qualified teachers support the healthy development of 
children from 6 weeks to 6 years. Our teachers write 
and implement their own lesson plans based on our 
FLEX program, Goddard developmental guidelines and 
our monthly school theme. Lead teachers also com-
plete other duties such as electronic daily attendance 
reports, progress reports and parent conferences. The 
hands-on efforts of the school owner and directors al-
low our teachers to focus on their children, their lesson 
plans and teaching to ensure a fun-filled day of learning. 
Full-time benefits include competitive pay, paid time off, 
opportunities for professional development and career 
growth, and a great working environment. Qualified can-
didates must meet or exceed Kansas regulations, have 
strong communication skills and desire to learn and 
implement the Goddard School programs. Lead teach-
ers should have an early childhood education degree or 
a CDA or a degree in a related field with an emphasis 
in early childhood education. Prior experience in a child 
care setting is preferred. Please specify for which po-
sition you are applying. To apply, forward your resume 
by email to: olathe2ks@goddardschools.com, attention   
Mandy Ellis, director.

Director of religious education - Holy Cross Parish, 
Overland Park, is seeking a director of religious education. 
This position involves approximately 30 hours a week. 
This person will develop and coordinate catechetical and 
sacramental preparation programs for elementary school 
children (grades K-6) and their families from diverse back-
grounds, including our Hispanic population. The director 
must be a practicing Catholic and registered in a parish. 
Skills in applied theology, sacraments, Scripture, prayer, 
catechetical methods, education, communication and 
administration are needed. A bachelor’s degree in one of 
these fields is preferred. Should have three to five years 
of experience with a diverse community as a catechist, 
program coordinator or school teacher. Ability to speak, 
read and write in English and Spanish is preferred but 
not required.  The ability to use computers and other 
communication technology is necessary. Virtus training 
is required. For more information or to submit a resume, 
send an email to: mstubbs@holycrossopks.org. Deadline 
for resume submission is May 26.

Development director - Catholic Charities of Northeast 
Kansas is hiring a director of leadership giving. The ideal 
candidate will successfully promote and support the mis-
sion of Catholic Charities of Northeast Kansas as guided by 
Catholic social teaching, while working to obtain financial 
resources to meet the organization’s goals and objectives. 
This role will manage the major gifts function of the devel-
opment department which provides a significant portion 
of total fundraising. Duties include prospect management, 
solicitations, cultivation, volunteer relations, planned giv-
ing and support. The ideal candidate will have five years 
in development, fundraising and/or planned giving expe-
rience. For more information, visit the website at: https://
catholiccharitiesks.applicantpool.com/jobs/35330.html.

Custodial - St. Joseph Parish, Shawnee, has an opening 
for summer help to do painting, yard work and cleaning. 
40 hours per week. Great summer job for college stu-
dents. Call (913) 631-5983.

Handbell choir director - Talented  handbell choir seeks 
paid director for weekly rehearsals and monthly Masses 
at Holy Trinity Church, Lenexa. View the job description 
online at: www.htlenexa.org/music-ministries. Position 
begins July 1. Contact Dr. Chloë Stodt at (913) 895-0682 
or send an email to: cstodt@htlenexa.org.

Teachers - St. Ann Young Child Center, Prairie Village, 
is seeking to fill the following positions: Three-year-olds 
full-time lead preschool teacher: must have a degree 
in early childhood or elementary education; Part-time 
teacher’s aide for preschool classrooms and lunch duty: 
varied times; Afterschool extended-care program teach-
er: Mon. - Fri. from 3 - 6 p.m. Must be at least 21 years 
of age; Afterschool aide: Mon. - Thurs. from 3 - 5:30 p.m. 
Must be self-motivated and be at least 16 years of age. 
All of the above positions must enjoy working with chil-
dren. For more information, call Tati at (913) 362-4660.

Principal - Bishop LeBlond High School seeks an enthusi-
astic and visionary Catholic school principal to guide our 
high school program. The ideal candidate should show a 
strong ability to communicate well with staff, students 
and parents; possess marketing and recruitment skills, 
and a collaborative leadership style. Candidates must be a 
practicing Catholic, have a master’s degree in educational 
administration, teaching experience in Catholic schools 
and preferably at least three years of administrative expe-
rience. Bishop LeBlond High School provides quality Cath-
olic education and is located in St. Joseph, Missouri. The 
school currently enrolls 200 students. Applications may 
be made online at: http://app.hireology.com/s/43505.

Accountant - Holy Trinity Parish, Lenexa, is seeking an 
accountant to work 20 - 30 hours per week. This posi-
tion is responsible for managing the financial process-
es for the parish, including the school, early education 
center and cafeteria. Functions include maintaining the 
general ledger, managing offertory/capital income and 
accounts payable, administering payroll and employee 
benefits, preparing financial statements for the bulletin 
and monthly reporting for the finance council, and other 
general administrative support. The ideal candidate will be 
a practicing Catholic in good standing with a high degree 
of accounting accuracy and attention to detail, and the 
ability to work independently and under time constraints. 
Position requires a bachelor’s degree in accounting or 
closely related field with a minimum three to five years’ 
experience. A complete job description is available online 
at: www.htlenexa.org/employment-opportunities. Inter-
ested individuals should mail cover letter and resume by 
June 15 to the attention of the business manager at Holy 
Trinity Parish, 9150 Pflumm, Lenexa, KS 66215 or by email 
to: smalone@htlenexa.org.

Montessori certified teacher - St. Agnes Early Education 
Center is searching for a certified Montessori teacher.  
Qualified candidates must also meet the KDHE guidelines 
for lead teacher. Please submit a resume by email for con-
sideration to Neona Russ at: russ.neona@stagneskc.org 
before June 12.

Nurses - Villa St. Francis in Olathe needs to fill multiple 
positions in our nursing department. We are looking for 
hard-working, enthusiastic individuals to join our flourish-
ing team. We have openings for LPNs and CNAs. If you are 
interested, apply in person or send your resume by email 
to: jesse@villasf.org.

Teacher - St. Rose Philippine Duchesne School, Garnett, 
is seeking a full-time teacher for a 2nd/3rd grade com-
bination class. Applicants must be faith-filled practicing 
Catholics and be eligible for a Kansas professional license. 
Apply online at: archkckcs.org. For more information, call 
(785) 448-3423.

Drivers - Special Beginnings Early Learning Center is 
seeking part-time drivers for its school-age program 
located in Lenexa. Candidates must be able to drive a 
13-passenger minibus, similar to a 15-passenger van. 
CDL not required, but must have an excellent driving 
record. Candidates would pick up children from area 
schools and then work directly with them when arriv-
ing back at the center. Experience preferred. Must have 
strong work ethic and the ability to work with children. 
Insurance provided. Background check will be conduct-
ed. Great opportunity for retired persons or those seek-
ing a second job. Job responsibilities include: ensuring 
safety and well-being of children who are being trans-
ported at all times, including loading and unloading. 
Driving short, round-trip routes to elementary schools in 
Lenexa/Olathe area. Summer only: Driving short, round- 
trip routes to two Lenexa city pools. Maintaining mileage 
log. Keeping interior of vehicle clean. Apply by sending 
an email to chris@specialbeginningsonline.com or in 
person at 10216 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa KS 66215.

Technician - Small office is seeking a full-time service tech-
nician. A qualified candidate must be mechanically inclined. 
Electrical knowledge a plus. This individual would possess 
the ability to troubleshoot, must have the ability for over-
night travel, up to 50%. This position has part-time/full-time 
availability. Transportation required. Send your resume by 
email to: contactus@sheerinscientific.com.

Bookkeeper - Curé of Ars Parish, Leawood, is currently 
accepting resumes for a parish bookkeeper. Interested 
parties should send their paperwork to Msgr. Charles 
McGlinn, 9401 Mission Rd., Leawood, KS 66206 or send 
an email to: msgrcharles@cureofars.com.

Math teacher - Rockhurst High School, a Jesuit Catho-
lic private college preparatory school for boys in grades 
9 - 12,  has an opening for a math teacher. The ideal 
candidate will have a master’s degree in mathematics 
or in education, and demonstrated ability to teach in 
any of the major math disciplines in a demanding aca-
demic environment. Additionally, teaching experience 
should include curriculum design, technology experi-
ence (Rockhurst is a 1:1 iPad school) and collaborative 
work with colleagues. Ultimately, the school seeks to 
hire and retain employees who are skilled in their field, 
involved participants in the school community, active in 
their faith and enthusiastically dedicated to carrying out 
the mission of the school. Teaching at Rockhurst High 
School is an invitation to animate the Ignatian vision of 
the community, care for the individual students to form 
them as “Men for Others,” and act as personal examples 
of the “Grad at Grad” qualities, which are: loving, open to 
growth, committed to justice, religious and intellectually 
competent. Interested candidates should resumes by 
email to Mr. Scott Duschen, assistant principal of aca-
demic affairs, at: sduschen@rockhursths.edu.

Caregiver - Family in southeast Topeka looking for non-
smoking, female caregiver on Sun. nights from 7 p.m. 
- 6 a.m. Must be able to transfer disabled lady to and 
from wheelchair, recliner, toilet, bed, etc. If interested, 
send an email to: dlh2xcs@cox.net or call (785) 862-
0246.

Window and millwork contractor salesperson - Mid-
States Millwork, Inc., is seeking a sales representative to 
actively call on and develop window and millwork sales 
with local professional homebuilders. We are seeking a 
sales leader with strong self motivational experience, 
ground up hands on experience and a minimum of five 
years as a salesperson. The applicant needs to be cre-
ative, possess strong communication and people skills. 
Accuracy is a must. This is an 80% field position. Drug 
test required. Send resume by email to: tonykmsm@
swbell.net.

Young people’s minister - St. Gregory Parish, Maryville, 
Missouri, a 900+ family community, is seeking a full-
time person to lead our middle school and high school 
youth programs as well as develop a program for single 
and married young adults to assist them in their faith 
journey. Salary is commensurate with experience and di-
ocesan scale. Submit your resume and three references 
to Father Martin DeMeulenaere, OSB, pastor, by email to: 
frmartinosb@gmail.com no later than June 1.

Liturgical musician - Rockhurst University’s depart-
ment of campus ministry is seeking a part-time liturgical 
musician. The liturgical musician is responsible for plan-
ning music for all liturgies; scheduling and training mu-
sicians; and directing cantors and ensembles. Qualified 
candidates must be experienced in vocal training and 
conducting, have a thorough understanding of Roman 
Catholic liturgy and music, and able to work 6 - 8 hours 
each week during the academic year, including daytime 
hours and frequent Sun. evenings. An ability to play the 
piano and organ is preferred. For a complete job descrip-
tion, visit the website at: www.rockhurst.edu.  

Food service director - St. Agnes School, Roeland Park, 
is in search of a food service director for the school caf-
eteria. The food service director oversees the operation 
of the food service program, is an authorized represen-
tative of St. Agnes School to the Kansas Department of 
Education (KSDE) and is responsible for compliance of 
St. Agnes School with state and federal regulations and 
requirements related to the food service program. The 
director will serve as the head cook and supervisor of 
all kitchen operations. Ideal candidate would have ex-
perience in child nutrition program, institutional food 
preparations and/or kitchen management. The position 
is a year-round position. Director would prepare food 
for early education program through 8th grade during 
school year and food preparation over summer months 
for summer child care program. Full job description can 
be found on our website at: www.stagneskc.org by click-
ing on the “contact us” button and look for “job open-
ings.” Resumes can be sent by email to the attention of 
the business manager at: gomez.mike@stagneskc.org.

Groundskeeper - Catholic Cemeteries is seeking an in-
dividual for a full-time groundskeeping position. Hours 
are Mon. - Sat. This position requires heavy lifting. Must 
be physically fit, and experience with operating con-
struction equipment would be a plus. Must be a fast 
learner and flexible on hours. Interested individuals 
should contact Sharon Vallejo at (913) 371-4040 or send 
your resume by email to: svallejo@cathcemks.org.

Assistant to the principal - St. Patrick School, Kansas 
City, Kansas, is seeking an assistant to the principal. This 
individual oversees the daily operations of the office, 
answers phones and mail correspondence,  prepares 
deposits, coordinates daily attendance and substitute 
teachers and serves as point of contact for students, 
staff, parents and outside contacts. The ideal candidate 
will have excellent time management and detail-orient-
ed skills, proficiency with Microsoft Office and a desire 
to serve families. Excellent bilingual skills (Spanish/En-
glish) in both written and oral communication required. 
A high school diploma is required, college degree pre-
ferred; along with three to five years experience with ad-
ministrative support. Interested individuals should send 
a cover  letter, resume and application to: Kathy Rhodes, 
St. Patrick’s School, 1066 N. 94th St., Kansas City, KS 
66112, or send an email to: krhodes@archkckcs.org. The 
submission deadline is June 30.
          
Teacher assistant - Special Beginnings, Lenexa, is seek-
ing full- or part-time teacher assistants at all locations. We 
are looking for a teacher assistant candidate who has an 
excellent work ethic, heart for children, and a willingness 
to learn more about early childhood education. Experience 
and/or education is a plus but we will train the right candi-
date. Teacher assistants will work with the lead teacher to 
care for and educate the children. Primary responsibilities 
include assisting the lead teacher with: care and super-
vision of children, lesson plan implementation, parent 
communication, cleanliness and organization of class-
room. Starting hourly pay ranges based on experience and 
education. Pay increases are based on job performance. 
Opportunities for advancement are available as the com-
pany prefers to promote from within. Apply by sending an 
email to chris@specialbeginningsonline.com or in person 
at 10216 Pflumm Rd., Lenexa, KS 66215.

SERVICES
Cleaning lady - Reasonable rates; references provided. 
Call (913) 940-2959.

Complete plumbing and bath
Master plumber for your entire home. Painting, tile 

install, bath remodeling. Onyx Collection Distributor.
Serving Johnson County for 20 years.

Member Ascension Parish; call Mike at (913) 488-4930.

Professional window cleaning - Residential only. In-
sured and bonded. Over 40 years experience. Free esti-
mates. Contact Gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.

K-12 tutoring - Tutor is degreed and has experience in 
the K-12 curriculum in various subjects and can help in 
test preps (ACT, SAT, GED, etc.) as well as French, Span-
ish, piano, guitar, voice and music theory. Sessions are 
fun and meaningful in context. Sessions are one-on-one, 
and family discount available. For more information, 
please call or text Kathleen at (913) 206-2151  or send an 
email to: klmamuric@yahoo.com.

Mike Hammer local moving - A full-service mover. 
Packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. No job too 
small. Serving JoCo since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. Call Mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

CLUTTER GETTING YOU DOWN? Organize, fix, assem-
ble, install! “Kevin Of All Trades” your professional orga-
nizer and “HONEY-DO-LIST” specialist. Call today for a 
free consultation at (913) 271-5055. Insured. References. 
Visit our website at: www.KOATINDUSTRIES.com.

Housecleaning - Old-fashioned cleaning, hand mop- 
ping, etc. A thorough and consistent job every time. 
References from customers I’ve served for over 17 years. 
Call Sharon at (816) 322-0006 (home) or (816) 801-0901 
(mobile). Serving the 913 area code area.

Quilted Memories  - Your Kansas City Longarm Shop 
- Nolting Longarm Machines, quilting supplies and ma-
chine quilting services. We specialize in memorial quilts 
- Custom designed memory quilts from your T-shirt 
collections, photos, baby clothes, college memorabilia, 
etc., neckties etc. For information or to schedule a free 
consultation, call (913) 649-2704. Visit the website at: 
www.quiltedmemoriesllc.com.

Agua Fina Irrigation and Landscape 
The one-stop location for your project! 

Landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
Cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

Visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
Call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

Bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced Catholic attorney, Teresa Kidd. For a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.
com. Please do not wait until life seems hopeless before 
getting good quality legal advice that may solve your 
financial stress.

Masonry work - Quality new or repair work. Brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. Member of St. Paul Parish, Olathe. Call 
(913) 829-4336.

Tree service - Pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
Cristofer Estrada, Green Solutions of KC, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKC.com.

Garage door and opener sales and service - 24-hour, 
7-day-a-week service on all types of doors. Replace bro-
ken springs, cables, hinges, rollers, gate openers, entry 
and patio doors, and more. Over 32 years of experience. 
Call (913) 227-4902.

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. Don’t move — re-
model! Johnson County area. Call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

NELSON CREATIONS L.L.C.
Home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. Licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and Diane Nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Local handyman and lawn care - Water heaters, gar-
bage disposals, toilets, faucets, painting, power wash-
ing,doors, storm doors, gutter cleaning, wood rot, mow-
ing, carpet, roofing, etc. Member of Holy Angels Parish. 
Basehor. Call Billy at (913) 927-4118. 

The Drywall Doctor, Inc. - A unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! Lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. Call (913) 
768-6655. 
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I was sitting in an 
Applebee’s in St. 
Joseph, Missouri, 

a few weeks ago with
our rural outreach coordi-
nator Angie Bitner and the 
diocesan youth director for 
the Kansas City-St. Joseph 
Diocese, Michael Nations. 

We were on our way to 
Conception Abbey, Missou-
ri, for the annual Region IX 
gathering of directors and 
ministry leaders. We were 
deep in conversation about 
life, evangelization and minis-
try in general when a couple 
of women sat down at the 
table next to us.

Anytime I have an oppor-
tunity to engage someone in 

conversation I generally do 
it. Here these two women, 
whom I’ve never met in my 
life, sat down next to me 
within an arm’s reach. How 
could I not say hello? Many 
times we would just prefer to 
order and eat our food and 
go on about our business, 

but not me. So I decided to 
say hello and asked how they 
were doing and what they 
were doing on a beautiful day 
like this. 

The younger woman said 
she had just taken her mom 
in for an eye exam and they 
were just having a little lunch. 
I asked if they were from St. 
Joseph. She said, “No, from 
Hiawatha.” I asked if they 
knew Barb and Tony Stueve. 
They said they always sit in 
front of them at Mass. 

I’ve known Barb and 
Tony from my days at St. 
Bernard in Wamego before 
they moved to Hiawatha. I’m 
always amazed at the con-
nection our Catholic faith has 
when we least expect it.

I never would have had 

this beautiful conversation 
had I not taken that risk or 
opportunity to reach out 
to someone, whether they 
needed to be evangelized or 
not. In “Evangelii Gaudium,” 
Pope Francis said everyone 
is meant to evangelize. Ev-
ery Christian is challenged, 
here and now, to be actively 
engaged in evangelization; 
indeed, anyone who has tru-
ly experienced God’s saving 
love does not need much 
time or lengthy training to 
go out and proclaim that 
love.

As we prepare to leave 
our religious education 
programs and schools for 
the summer, have you made 
plans to engage and evan-
gelize your young people in 

their faith? Are you giving 
them the opportunity to 
encounter Christ in service 
trips such as Prayer and 
Action or Catholic HEART 
Workcamp? Have you signed 
them up for Camp Tekak-
witha, which combines out-
door activities with a pow-
erful spiritual instruction 
that brings them to a deeper 
relationship with Christ? 

How can we expect our 
young people to take part in 
any of these if we never start 
the conversation and ask 
them?

So, in the words of Pope 
Francis, be joyful, be a wit-
ness, proclaim the Gospel 
and get out of your comfort 
zone and love people where 
they’re at. 

Get out of your comfort zone and start the conversation

RICK CHEEK
Rick Cheek is the associate consul-
tant for the office of evangelization 
and Catholic formation of youth. 

DO WHATEVER HE TELLS YOU

In America, we 
love equality. 
We rightly be-

lieve that all people

have inherent dignity from 
God and should be treated 
equally under the law — no 
matter their race, creed or 
situation of birth. 

This equality ethos of 
“live and let live” is also 
what makes many of us so 
susceptible to the appeals of 
those who seek to radically 
redefine the natural institu-
tion of marriage to include 
same-sex unions — or what 
they call “marriage equali-
ty.” 

However, recent state-
ments by the Obama admin-
istration as it argues before 
the Supreme Court for 

making same-sex “marriage” 
a constitutional right, reveal 
that we as a nation may be 
trading in a real freedom for 
a false equality and that the 
real agenda is not a culture 
of tolerance but rather one 
of government-coerced 
conformity.

Recent remarks by the 
Solicitor General Donald 
Verrilli Jr. raise concerns 

that our Catholic parish-
es and schools could lose 
their tax-exempt status if 
the court should rule that 
same-sex marriage is a con-
stitutional right. On April 
28 during oral arguments, 
Justice Alito asked Verrilli 
whether a religious school 
that believed marriage was 
the union of husband and 
wife would lose its nonprofit 
tax status. The solicitor gen-
eral replied: “It’s certainly 
going to be an issue. I don’t 
deny that.”

What does this mean? 
The Obama administration 
intends to set the stage for 
the government to eventu-
ally threaten the tax-exempt 
status of any religious insti-
tution that seeks to defend 
the church’s upholding of 
Christ’s teaching on mar-
riage, as the faithful, ex-

clusive union between one 
man and one woman that is 
open to life. Our parochial 
schools could soon have to 
close their doors to the myr-
iads of communities they 
serve and the disadvantaged 
children they help; all be-
cause as Catholics we won’t 
endorse a sexual practice 
that we sincerely believe is 
harmful to its participants 
and the family.

Regarding same-sex 
“marriage,” many Catholics 
think it’s a values plurality 
situation; namely, if you 
don’t like gay “marriage,” 
don’t have one, but don’t 
stop others because of your 
values. However, we’ve 
had a peek behind Oz’s 
curtain and see that “mar-
riage equality” moves us 
far beyond the live-and-let-
live approach to having the 

government set itself up as 
the ultimate magisterium on 
morality. 

If the Supreme Court 
makes same-sex “marriage” 
constitutional, there will 
be no religious exemption. 
Such a ruling would come at 
great cost to every citizen’s 
God-given right to religious 
liberty and freedom of 
conscience. What good is 
equality if it comes at the 
cost of conscience?

If you or someone you 
know is struggling with 
same-sex attraction, there 
is Catholic support in the 
quest for sexual integrity 
and the virtue of chastity. 
We have a Catholic Courage 
chapter in the archdiocese. 
Call  (913) 428-9893 or go 
online to: www.archkck.org/
CourageKC. 

What’s the price of equality if it comes at the cost of conscience?
DO UNTO OTHERS

BILL SCHOLL
Bill Scholl is the archdiocesan consul-
tant for social justice. You can email 
him at: socialjustice@archkck.org.

One of the 
joys of hav-
ing an office 

at Savior Pastoral 
Center is getting to
soak up the latest art exhibit 
on display in the halls.

  Tim Chik, the director 
of Savior Pastoral Center, 
and the Catholic Fine Arts 
Council of Northeast Kansas 
do a terrific job of providing 
visitors an opportunity to 
walk the “via pulchritudinis” 
(“way of beauty”). 

Great effort is made to 
display works of art that pro-
vide a chance for encounter, 
instead of just observation. 
Beauty, like truth and good-
ness, leads us to encounter 

the One who is beauty, truth, 
and goodness itself.

Sacred art in the church 
has a privileged role. It has a 
clear mission. In an address 
to patrons of the arts at the 
Vatican Museum in October 
2013, Pope Francis claimed, 

“Art in the church fundamen-
tally exists for evangeliza-
tion.”  

In “Evangelii Gaudium,” 
our Holy Father went on to 
explain the mission of beauty 
in evangelization: “Proclaim-
ing Christ means showing 
that to believe in and to 
follow him is not only some-
thing right and true, but also 
something beautiful, capable 
of filling life with new splen-
dor and profound joy, even 
in the midst of difficulties. 

“Every expression of true 
beauty can thus be acknowl-
edged as a path leading to 
an encounter with the Lord 
Jesus. This has nothing to 
do with fostering an aesthet-
ic relativism which would 
downplay the inseparable 
bond between truth, good-

ness and beauty, but rather a 
renewed esteem for beauty 
as a means of touching the 
human heart and enabling 
the truth and goodness of the 
risen Christ to radiate within 
it” (167).

The office of evangeli-
zation is excited to offer an 
opportunity to engage the 
mission of beauty. “Sacred 
Art and the New Evangeliza-
tion” is a weekend opportu-
nity to contemplate the role 
of sacred art in evangeliza-
tion. Held June 12-14, this will 
be the second year we have 
offered this opportunity with 
Dr. Caroline Farey and David 
Clayton who are experts in 
sacred art. 

David Clayton describes 
the weekend as “more than 
teaching you about the new 

evangelization — it will tell you 
how to be part of it, a new per-
son, transformed in Christ and 
through beauty, and showing 
Christ to others in our everyday 
activities.”  To find out more 
about this opportunity, visit the 
website at: www.archkck.org/
evangelization.

Recognizing the role of 
beauty is essential to evan-
gelization. Personally, I have 
had more conversations 
about the sacred art in my 
office and rectory than I have 
about any tweet I have post-
ed. The stained-glass win-
dows at Holy Name Church 
preach more powerfully 
about the life of Christ than 
any of my homilies. Sacred 
art has a mission. If we want 
to share the Gospel, we can-
not neglect beauty.

Engage the mission of beauty at upcoming workshop

FATHER
ANDREW STROBL
Father Andrew Strobl is the 
archdiocesan director of 
evangelization.

CALLED TO DISCIPLESHIP

Do you remember 
Easter Sunday?  
It was exactly 50 
days ago from this 

Sunday, Pentecost Sunday. 
The word “Pentecost” 

comes from the Greek word 
which means “50.” Just as 
Easter always falls on a Sun-
day, so also we always cele-
brate Pentecost on a Sunday. 
Sunday’s first reading, Acts 
2: 1-11, describes the descent 
of the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples, which took place 
on the day of Pentecost. It 
was a Sunday.

That partly explains why 
Christians single out all 
the Sundays of the year as 
important. Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead on a Sunday. 
But also, the Holy Spirit 
descended on the disciples 
on a Sunday. And God began 
the work of creation on a 

Sunday, according to the 
account in Gn 1:3-5. 

At the time of Jesus, the 
Jewish people observed a 
feast 50 days after Passover. 
Originally, it was a harvest 
festival to celebrate the new 
wheat crop. Two loaves of 
bread made from the new 
flour were offered in sac-
rifice. Since the feast took 
place seven weeks after 

Passover, it was called the 
feast of Weeks (Nm 28:26). 
Later on, it acquired the 
name “Pentecost,” because 
it took place 50 days after 
Passover.

Because of their timing, 
the Christian feasts of Eas-
ter and Pentecost parallel 
the Jewish feasts of Pass-
over and Weeks. Beyond 
that, there is another way in 
which the two sets of feasts 
are linked. At the time of 
Jesus, many looked upon 
the feast of Weeks as also 
a commemoration of the 
Jews’ arrival at Mount Sinai 
during their exodus from 
Egypt. God established the 
covenant with them there 
and gave them the Law, 
which formed them into a 
cohesive people. 

In that sense, the feast of 
Weeks celebrated the birth 

of the people of Israel.
Similarly, the descent of 

the Holy Spirit upon the 
disciples formed them into 
a church. That is why our 
feast of Pentecost celebrates 
the birth of the church. The 
Holy Spirit, represented by 
tongues of flame, ignited a 
fire in the disciples’ hearts. 
It energized them to go out 
and spread their faith. 

Centuries earlier, fire 
had marked God’s presence 
on Mount Sinai, when God 
established the covenant 
with Moses and the people 
of Israel: “Mount Sinai was 
all wrapped in smoke, for 
the Lord came down upon 
it in fire” (Ex 19:18). Once 
again, God descended in fire 
on Pentecost, to establish a 
covenant and create a new 
people. 

Wow, it looks like 
this pastor was 
having a terri-
ble, horrible, 

no good, very bad day. Here’s 
the story:

Julie and Bob Clark were 
stunned to receive a letter 
from their church in July 
asking them to “participate 
in the life of the church” or 
worship elsewhere. 

“They basically called us 
freeloaders,” said Julie. 

“We were freeloaders,” 
said Bob.

In a trend that may signal 
rough times for wallflower 
Christians, megachurch Faith 
Community of Winston-Sa-
lem has asked “nonpartic-
ipating members” to stop 
attending. 

“No more Mr. Nice 
Church,” said the executive 
pastor, newly hired from 
AT&T Mobility. “Providing 
free services indefinitely to 
complacent Christians is not 
our mission. . . . When your 
bottom line is saving souls, 
you get impatient with people 
who interfere with that goal.”

Faith Community sent 
polite but firm letters to 
families who attended church 
services and freebie events 
but never volunteered, never 
tithed and did not belong to a 
small group or other ministry. 
The church estimates that, of 
its 8,000 regular attendees, 
only half have volunteered 

in the past three years, and a 
third have never given to the 
church.

“Before, we made people 
feel comfortable and wel-
come, and tried to coax them 
to give a little something in 
return,” said a staff member. 
“That’s changed. We’re done 
being the community nanny.”

Surprisingly, the move to 
disinvite people has drawn 
a positive response from the 
men in the community who 
like the idea of an in-your-
face church. 

“I thought, ‘A church that 
doesn’t allow wimps — that 
rocks,’” said Bob Clark, who 
admires the church more 
since they told him to get 
lost. 

P.S. This is not a true story, 
though we wish it were. (Tak-
en from Joel Kirkpatirck’s 
“Mega-Church Downsizes, 
Cuts Non-Essential Mem-
bers,” found in “1001 Illustra-

tions That Connect,” by Craig 
Brian Larson and Phyllis Ten 
Elshof, editors.)

Oh my, could you imag-
ine what the outcry would 
be if some church actually 
did send a letter like this? 
Honestly, though, Christians 
shouldn’t be freeloaders or 
wallflowers.

I love the line from last 
Sunday’s first reading where 
the two men in white gar-
ments say to the apostles 
after Jesus ascended, “Men of 
Galilee, why are you standing 
there looking at the sky?” In 
other words, “Uh, Jesus just 
told you to be his witnesses 
in Jerusalem, throughout 
Judea and Samaria, and to the 
ends of the earth. So, what 
exactly are you waiting for?”

I get the sense that the 
apostles would have pre-
ferred to let the risen Jesus 
do all the work. They’d be 
content to just tag along for 
the ride. But, of course, that’s 
not what Christianity is all 
about. It’s something that’s 
lived, it’s demanding, and it 
calls for the sacrifice of what 
is most precious to us: our 
time and energy. Thankfully, 
though, we don’t have to do 
this work alone.

Last Sunday’s Gospel 
reminded us that, as the 
apostles went out to preach, 
“the Lord worked with them.” 
Notice that it doesn’t say the 
Lord worked instead of them. 

And the first reading prom-
ised, “In a few days you will 
be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit.” So, we have both Jesus 
and the Spirit as coworkers.

A third “helper” is the 
community that gathers to 
pray. We’re all in this faith 
stuff together: to challenge 
one another, to support one 
another and to use our many 
and various talents to build 
up the body of Christ. 

As we celebrate Pentecost 
this Sunday, we’re invited to 
put aside our fears and our 
reluctance and instead be 
bold about our faith and pro-
claim it — not only in word, 
but especially in action. We’re 
to be active participants 
in Christianity, not passive 
observers. And we can do 
all this because we have the 
Holy Spirit within us, Jesus 
as our model and guide, and 
the community for encour-
agement.

At times, we’re probably 
all freeloaders and wallflow-
ers when it comes to our 
faith. This Pentecost, why not 
start to change that?  

Let’s take seriously the 
command of Jesus that we 
hear at the end of every Mass: 
Go and announce the Gospel 
of the Lord. If we fail to do 
that, we just might find one of 
“those letters” from the Lord 
in our mailbox.
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Christians worship on Sunday, partly because of Pentecost
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IN THE BEGINNING

SCRIPTURE READINGS

EIGHTH WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME

May 24
PENTECOST SUNDAY
Acts 2: 1-11
Ps 104: 1, 24, 29-30, 31, 34
1 Cor 12: 3b-7, 12-13
Jn 20: 19-23

May 25
Bede the Venerable, priest, doctor 
of the church; Gregory VII, pope; 
Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, virgin
Sir 17: 20-24
Ps 32: 1-2, 5-7
Mk 10: 17-21

May 26
Philip Neri, priest
Sir 35: 1-12
Ps 50: 5-8, 14, 23
Mk 10: 28-31

May 27
Augustine of Canterbury, bishop
Sir 36: 1, 4-5a, 10-17
Ps 79: 8-9, 11, 13
Mk 10: 32-45

May 28
Sir 42: 15-25
Ps 33: 2-9
Mk 10: 46-52

May 29
Friday
Sir 44: 1, 9-13
Ps 149: 1b-6a, 9b
Mk 11: 11-26

May 30
Saturday
Sir 51: 12cd-20
Ps 19: 8-11
Mk 11: 27-33

NINTH WEEK OF ORDINARY TIME

May 31
THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
Dt 4: 32-34, 39-40
Ps 33: 4-6, 9, 18-20, 22
Rom 8: 14-17
Mt 28: 16-20

June 1
Justin, martyr
Tb 1: 3; 2: 1b-8
Ps 112: 1b-2, 3b-6
Mk 12: 1-12

June 2
Marcellinus and Peter, martyrs
Tb 2: 9-14
Ps 112: 1-2, 7-9
Mk 12: 13-17

June 3
Charles Lwanga and companions, martyrs
Tb 3: 1-11a, 16-17a
Ps 25: 2-5b, 6, 7bc, 8-9
Mk 12: 18-27

June 4
Thursday
Tb 6: 10-11; 7: 1 bcde, 9-17; 8: 4-9a
Ps 128: 1-5
Mk 12: 28-34

June 5
Boniface, bishop, martyr
Tb 11: 5-17
Ps 146: 1b-2, 6c-10
Mk 12: 35-37

June 6
Norbert, bishop
Tb 12: 1, 5-15, 20
(Ps) Tb 13: 2, 6efgh, 7-8
Mk 12: 38-44

POPE FRANCIS
The powerful of the earth will face God’s judg-

ment and will be asked to account for how they 
cared for the poor and how they cared for the 
environment so that it could produce food for all, 
Pope Francis said. “The planet has enough food 
for all, but it seems that there is a lack of willing-
ness to share it with everyone,” Pope Francis said 
May 12 during his homily at a Mass opening the 

general assembly of Caritas Internationalis. The 
network of 164 Catholic charities was to focus 
on the theme, “One Human Family, Caring for 
Creation.” Pope Francis told the delegates, “We 
ought to set the table for all and ask that there 
be a table for all.” Citing Jesus’ explanation of the 
final judgment in the Gospel of Matthew, which 
includes the line, “For I was hungry and you gave 
me food,” the pope said, “we must do what we 
can so that everyone has something to eat. But 

we must also remind the powerful of the earth 
that God will call them to judgment one day, and 
it will be seen if they truly tried to provide food 
for him in every person, and if they worked so 
that the environment would not be destroyed, but 
could produce this food.” The work of Caritas in 
parishes, dioceses, nations and across the globe 
draws its strength from love of God and neighbor, 
the pope said. “Without this root, Caritas dies.”

— CNS

Are you a freeloading Christian?
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K
ANSAS CITY, 
Kan. — The es-
sential unity of 
the church — as 
well as its diver-
sity — will be a 
major theme of 

the annual inter-diocesan Corpus 
Christi procession on June 7.

The Archdiocese of Kansas City 
in Kansas and the Diocese of Kan-
sas City-St. Joseph have alternated 
hosting joint processions on the 
solemnity of Corpus Christi since 
2007. 

Last year, 
the proces-
sion began 
at the Shrine 
to the Sa-
cred Heart/
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 
in Kansas 
City, Mis-
souri. This 
year’s pro-
cession will 
begin and 
end at the 
Little Mon-
astery of the 
Community 
of the Lamb, 
36 S. Boeke 
St., Kansas 
City, Kansas.

Archbish-
op Joseph 
F. Naumann 
will be the 

main celebrant at the noon Mass, 
which will be followed at 1 p.m. by 
the exposition of the Blessed Sac-
rament and a Holy Hour. The arch-
bishop will begin the procession at 
2 p.m.

 “On the solemnity of Corpus 
Christi we see the unity of the 
church demonstrated in many 
ways,” said Michael Podrebarac, 
liturgy consultant for the Archdio-
cese of Kansas City in Kansas.

“We will see the unity of God 
and his people as Christ — present 
in the Blessed Sacrament — leads 
the way for all Catholics who, as 
the church, are also the body of 
Christ,” he said.

“Also, we see the unity of the 
church as exemplified by the ongo-
ing joint participation by the two 
dioceses,” he added. “The unity of 
the church is seen, too, in the min-
istry of the archbishop to the faith-
ful and the faithful in solidarity 
with their shepherd.”

Other signs of the church’s uni-
ty and diversity will be seen in the 
location of the procession and the 
conduct of the liturgy, according to 
Podrebarac.  

This year, the procession will 
wind through a heavily Hispanic 
neighborhood, which also has a sig-
nificant presence of Chin Catholics 
from western Myanmar (Burma). 
Organizers expect a strong neigh-
borhood turnout as well as persons 

from par-
ishes in 
neighboring 
counties.

“ T h e 
songs will 
be bilingual 
— in Spanish 
and English,” 
said Podrebarac. 
“There will be con-
stant prayers, singing 
and readings during the entire 
procession route.”

“Catholics of all ages, from dif-
ferent parishes and dioceses, and of 

different cultures and languag-
es, can come together 

and be a part of the 
essential unity of 

faith in an out-
ward and vis-
ible way by 
participating 
in the Cor-
pus Christi 
procession,” 
he conclud-
ed.

The pro-
cession will 

leave the Lit-
tle Monastery 

at 2 p.m. and trav-
el north on Boeke to 

Central Avenue, west on 
Central to Bethany Park, south 

from the park on Bethany Street to 
Pacific Avenue, east on Pacific to 
South 10th Street, south down 10th 

Street to Homer Avenue, east on 
Homer to South 9th Street, north 
on South 9th to Pacific Avenue, 
west on Pacific and back to the Lit-
tle Monastery.

There will be three stations at 
which the procession will stop for 
prayer: Bethany Park, the gazebo 
at 9th and Homer, and at the Little 
Monastery.

Many parishes hold their own 
Corpus Christi processions be-
cause the relative size of the 
archdiocese makes it difficult for 
many parishioners to attend the 
inter-diocesan Corpus Christi 
procession, said Podrebarac.

Nevertheless, Archbishop Nau-
mann encourages all Catholics 
from the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City in Kansas and the Diocese of 
Kansas City-St. Joseph to partici-
pate in all or part of the procession 
as a witness to the church’s unity 
and diversity.

CORPUS CHRISTI
Unity and diversity the theme of this year’s procession
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Did you 
know?

The solemnity of 
Corpus Christi 
(Latin for “body 
of Christ”) honors 
the real presence 
of Christ in the 
Eucharist. The 
devotion began 
in what is now 
Belgium during 
the 13th century. 
In 1264, Pope Ur-
ban IV issued the 
papal bull, “Tran-
siturus de hoc 
mundo,” making 
Corpus Christi a 
universal feast in 
the church.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
The annual inter-diocesan Cor-

pus Christi procession will start 
on June 7 from the courtyard of 
the Little Monastery of the Com-
munity of the Lamb, 36 S. Boeke 
St., Kansas City, Kansas.

• Noon — Mass
• 1 p.m. — Benediction and eu-

charistic Holy Hour
• 2 p.m. — Procession leaves 

the Little Monastery and returns 
more than an hour later. Upon re-
turn to the monastery, the Gospel 
will be proclaimed, followed by a 
homily by Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann and ending with Bene-
diction.  There will be an ice cream 
social following the conclusion of 
the devotions.

The Corpus Christi procession 
will begin at the Little Mon-
etary of the Community 
of the Lamb, 36 S. 
Boeke St., Kansas 
City, Kansas.
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